CITY COUNCIL

Public Safety Committee

Monday, July 6, 2009
Agenda
5:00 p.m.

Committee Members: D. Sterner, Chair; S. Marmarou; M. Goodman-Hinnershitz

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

1. 2008 External Audit Update — Herbein & Co. 5:00 pm

I. Animal Control Ordinance 6:00 pm
a. Resolve conflict between Health Code and Animal Control Ord re reporting of
dog bites
b. Review draft amendment to Animal Control Ordinance re limitation on number of
pets per household, amendment of definitions, amendment of Aggressive Dog
regulations, and adding a fee for an exotic animal permit — new language

II.  Parking Trucks Trailers RVs
a. Review proposed amendment that would allow mobile homes and RVs no larger
than 24 feet long or over 1200 GVW to be parked part-time on approved surfaces
under the zoning ordinance (attached)

III. Graffiti Issues 6:30 pm

IV. Vehicle/Muffler Noise 6:45 pm

V. Update — Codes Ticketing System 7:00 pm



AUGUST AGENDA
DCR Ordinance — amendment to create Level 1 and Level 2 DCRs

Vacant Property Registration Ordinance

It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the
municipality may be in attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information. No action will be taken by
any governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to
above in this notice.



Public Safety Goals
Goal 1: Coordination of Police, Codes and Zoning Services
Goal 2: Support Problem Oriented Policing
Goal 3: Surveillance Camera Project - underway
Goal 4: Support Consolidation of Fire Departments

Goal 5: Support Update of Emergency & Pandemic Plan (including NIMS
Training for all required personnel) - underway

Goal 6: Support Health and Safety Review Ordinances

Goal 7: Support Cops and Codes Sweeps

Goal 8: Support Implementation of Sidewalk Café and Sales Ordinances
Goal 9: Support Implementation of Sidewalk Vendor Ordinance

Goal 10: Support Public Safety at City Schools



CITY COUNCIL

Public Safety Committee

Monday, June 1, 2009
5:00 p.m.

Attendance: D. Sterner, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, S. Marmarou
Other City Staff Attending: S. Katzenmoyer, R. Hottenstein

Dennis Sterner, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:46 p.m.
I. Vacant Property Registration

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that after the previous meeting there was confusion about the number
and location of vacant properties. She stated that she researched the Great Valley study
performed in December 2007 and discovered that at that time there were 245 vacant properties.

Mr. Sterner voiced his belief in the ordinance but stated that the time may not be right to enact it.

Mr. Marmarou agreed, stating that the City was working on other issues at this time. Mr.
Hottenstein suggested approaching an outside group to provide renter education; both in
regards to college housing and housing in general.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that Albright housing issues should be discussed with college
administrators now so that they are ready for implementation when students return.

Mr. Sterner suggested that the realtors be approached for the education. Ms. Goodman-
Hinnershitz stated that the Reading Berks Association of Realtors should be approached.

Mr. Sterner stated that vacant properties pose many safety issues. They also affect neighboring
properties. He questioned if the City takes action on these properties when violations are
reported. Mr. Hottenstein stated that action is taken.

Mr. Sterner noted that the City must contact property owners with other issues and questioned
when owners of vacant properties could be contacted to begin this application process. Mr.
Hottenstein stated that this would be another piece of information that would need to be tracked



by staff. He also stated there would be enforcement issues. He stated that owners of vacant
properties are not good owners.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stressed that vacant properties with violations must be kept from
affecting neighbors.

Mr. Sterner questioned if staff reviewed the ordinance. Mr. Hottenstein stated that they had.

Mr. Sterner requested that changes be made now so that the ordinance does not need to be
amended once it is passed.

II. Disruptive Conduct Ordinance

Mr. Marmarou stated that this ordinance has already been amended to reduce the number of
DCRs from three to two in order to begin the eviction process.

Mr. Sterner stated that Kutztown uses a level one and level two DCR and that this approach
appears to be working well.

Ms. Heminitz and Mr. Reinhart joined the meeting. Mr. Marmarou departed.

Mr. Reinhart stated that these quality of life issues will be classified as a DCR when the codes
ticketing system is implemented. He stated that the system will be operational August 1. He
stated that Allentown also classifies quality of life issues as DCRs.

Mr. Mayes joined the meeting at this time.

Mr. Sterner again noted the level one and level two DCRs used by Kutztown. Mr. Reinhart
suggested meeting with the President Judge to discuss this method as the MDJs would need to
uphold it.

NOTE: MDJs only hear appeals to citations. The DCR Board hears eviction appeals. Decisions of
the DCR Board may be appealed to the Court of Common Pleas.

Mr. Sterner and Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that the proposed changes be sent to the
President Judge.

Mr. Sterner questioned if this ordinance would need to be amended to implement the ticketing
system. Mr. Reinhart indicated that this would be an entirely new ordinance.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that requiring Albright students to return to living on campus
may be legally problematic. She suggested that this proposal be discussed with all area colleges
and universities. Mr. Hottenstein agreed.



Mr. Reinhart stated that Codes is looking forward to implementing the ticketing system on
August 1.

III. Update — Implementation of Recommendations from J. Kromer/E. Weiss

Mr. Reinhart stated that codes inspections are still outside the seven year window. He stated that
it is his hope to get within the seven year window before implementing all of the
recommendations. He stated that a systematic approach will be used.

Mr. Sterner questioned what the window currently is. Mr. Reinhart stated that it was nine years.

Mr. Sterner questioned the improvements made since Council added resources to the Codes
office. Mr. Reinhart stated that by August 1 they will be inside the seven year window. He
stated that he is currently studying implementing the recommendations by MDJ district or by
voting wards and precincts. He stated that an external inspection will be done of each property
and housing issues will be researched.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if there was quality sharing of information between
departments. Mr. Reinhart complemented Ms. Katzenmoyer for her work on locating possible
rental properties. He stated that this information is being merged into their research. He stated
that it is his hope that problem properties and areas be addressed as priorities.

Mr. Kanezo joined the meeting at this time.
Mr. Reinhart noted that properties are continuing to be placarded as necessary.

Mr. Sterner questioned if owners are being cited for not having a local property manager. Mr.
Reinhart stated that permits are not being issued to properties not having a property manager.

Mr. Reinhart stated that codes records are becoming much more complete and accurate through
this process.

Mr. Sterner questioned if all the information collected is being entered into the Hansen system.
Mr. Reinhart stated that it is and that a paper copy is also being kept updated as a backup.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if the City’s computers are backed up regularly. Mr.
Hottenstein stated that they are backed up daily and that files are kept in two locations; City Hall
and the Public Works building.

Mr. Reinhart stated that Council will be receiving updates monthly.
Mr. Sterner questioned if the Administration had reviewed the spreadsheet prepared by Council.

Mr. Hottenstein stated that they had and the monthly reports will be based on the information
requested by Council.



IV. Update - Zoning Housing Permit Process
Mr. Hottenstein stated that the updates to Council will include codes and zoning information.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated her belief that the process is becoming more organized. She
stated that it will be good to have comparable and accurate information to track the process.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this information should then be used to track a correlation
between housing issues and crime issues. Mr. Hottenstein added that problem property owners
could also be tracked.

Mr. Sterner stated his belief that the overall process has gotten smoother. Mr. Mayes agreed and
stated that much work has been done by his department over the last six months. He stated that
the process was documented and a standard operating procedure adopted. He also noted better
communication and cooperation between codes and zoning.

Mr. Sterner questioned if the role of Steve Price, Solicitor to the Zoning Hearing Board, was
discussed. Mr. Mayes stated that he serves as the AHO is the process. He also stated that Ms.
Oehler is currently processing 70 applications. He stated that the first joint report given to
Council will be important as all the information will be timely.

V. Other Business

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz requested that the amended graffiti ordinance be discussed at the
next meeting. She stated that graffiti is becoming the norm in many neighborhoods. She would
like to know how the amendments have affected prevention and adjudication. Ms. Heminitz
stated that to date 18 arrests have been made and four more are pending.

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she has had an opinion from an attorney that neighbors
can attend juvenile hearings and testify as victims.

Mr. Sterner noted the need for these perpetrators to see the repercussions of their actions. Mr.
Reinhart stated that if more than $5,000 in damage is caused, it can be prosecuted as a felony.

The Public Safety Committee meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by
Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk

Issues for Follow-Up:
e Legal brief on abandoned property legislation in Pennsylvania



List of tenants and landlords receiving DCRs
List of property owners without rental permits
Enforcement of 800 foot rule for student rentals
Codes ticketing system

Review Vacant Property Registration Ordinance
Graffiti Enforcement



BILL NO. -2009

AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES
CHAPTER 1, SECTION 1 — ANIMAL CONTROL BY ADDING LIMITATIONS ON THE
ALLOWABLE NUMBER OF ANIMALS PER HOUSEHOLD, ESTABLISHING AN EXOTIC
ANIMAL PERMIT FEE, AMENDING THE LANGUAGE REGARDING AGGRESSIVE DOGS,
ADDING DEFINITIONS, AND RENUMBERING SECTIONS AS REQUIRED, AS ATTACHED
IN EXHIBIT A.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1, Section 1 — Animal
Control by adding limitations on the allowable number of animals per household, establishing an
exotic animal permit fee, amending the language regarding aggressive dogs, adding definitions,
and renumbering sections as required as attached in Exhibit A.

SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that if a court of
competent jurisdiction declares any provisions of this Amendment to be invalid or ineffective in
whole or in part, the effect of such decision shall be limited to those provisions which are
expressly stated in the decision to be invalid or ineffective, and all other provisions of this
Amendment shall continue to be separately and fully effective. The City Council hereby declares
that it would have passed this Amendment and each section or part thereof, other than any part
declared invalid, if it had advance knowledge that any part would be declared invalid.

SECTION 3. REPEALER. Any specific provisions of the Codified Ordinances or any other City
Ordinance or resolution that is in direct conflict within this Amendment are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. NUMBERING AND LETTERING. Should any number or letter assigned to an
amendment set forth herein conflict with or been previously assigned under a prior amendment to
the Chapter 2, Section 1 — Animal Control, then the number or letter herein shall be automatically
amended when codified to reflect the next available number or letter.



SECTION 5. All other provisions of the City of Reading Zoning Ordinance, Section 27-101 et
seq. of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances shall remain unchanged and in full force and

effect.

SECTION 6. Effective Date of Ordinance. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days
after its adoption, in accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter.

Attest:

Enacted , 2009

City Clerk
(Animal Control Board & Council Staff)

Submitted to Mayor:

Date:

Received by the Mayor’s Office:
Date:

Approved by Mayor:

Date:

Vetoed by Mayor:

Date:

President of Council



EXHIBIT A

CHAPTER 2
ANIMALS
PART 1
ANIMAL CONTROL

§2-101. Purposes

§2-102. Definitions

§2-103. Nuisances

§2-104. Keeping of Exotic Animals, Domestic Agricultural Animal, or Native Wildlife
Animals

§2-105. Caring for Animals

§2-106. Limitation on the Number of Animals

§2-107. Sanitation

§2-108. Restraining and Confinement Generally
§2-109. Restraint of Guard Dogs

§2-110. Restraining of Dangerous or Aggressive Dogs
§2-111. Property Owners May Impound

§2-112. Return of Animal to Owner

§2-113. Disposition of Large Animals

§2-114. Dangerous Dog and/or Aggressive Dog Permits
S2 114 Permit Tags: Identificati

§2-115. Impoundment

§2-116. Notice to Owner and Redemption

§2-117. Animal Control Board Established

§2-118. Animal Control Board; Powers and Duties
§2-119. Sanctions and Remedies

§2-120. Appeals

§2-121. Enforcement

§2-122. Violations and Penalties




PART 11
ANIMAL CONTROL
§2-101. Purpose.
The purpose of this Part is to promote the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens
of the City of Reading and to ensure the humane treatment of animals by regulating the care and
control of animals within the City.
(Ord. 72-2005, 11/15/2005, §1)

§2-102. Definitions.

When used in this Part, the following words, terms, and phrases, and their derivations, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:

ANIMAL -- Construed in a broad sense to include not only mammals, but also birds,
reptiles and insects.

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER - A City employee or agent authorized to enforce the
City of Reading Codified Ordinances, an employee of the designated animal control
authority or agent of the City, designated by the Mayor to administer and enforce the
licensing/permit, inspection and enforcement requirements contained within this Part.

ANIMAL HOSPITAL - any establishment maintained and operated by a licensed
veterinarian for surgery, diagnosis, and treatment of animal diseases and injuries.

ANIMAL NUISANCE - any nuisance arising out of the keeping, maintaining or owning
of, or failure to exercise sufficient control of, an animal.

ANIMAL SHELTER - any facility operated by the City or humaneseciety designated
animal control authority for the temporary care, confinement and detention of animals

and for the humane euthanasia and other disposition of animals. The term shall also
include any private facility authorized by the Mayor or his designee to impound, confine,
detain, care for or destroy any animal.

AT LARGE - an animal is off the premises of the owner, and not on a leash or otherwise
under the immediate control of a person physically capable of restraining the animal.

ATTACK - the deliberate action of a dog whether or not in response toa command by its
owner, to bite, to seize with its teeth or to pursue any human, animate or inanimate object,
with obvious intent to destroy, kill, wound, injure or otherwise harm the object of its
action.

CRUELTY - any act of omission whereby unjustifiable physical pain, suffering or
death of an animal is caused or permitted, including failure to provide proper drink,



air, space, shelter or protection from the elements, a sanitary and safe living
environment, veterinary care or nutritious food is siphoned quantity. In the case of
activities where physical pain is necessarily caused, such as medical and scientific
research, food processing, customary and normal veterinary and agricultural
husbandry practices, pest elimination, and animal training and hunting, "cruelty" shall
mean a failure to employ the most humane method reasonably available.

DESIGNATED ANIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITY - agency that has a contract with
the City of Reading for animal control.

DOG, DANGEROUS - any dog as defined in 3 P.S. 459-502-A(1).

shall include any or all of the following, except police dogs or guard dogs acting under the
supervision of a police officer or certified trained dog handler, or certified service dogs:
1. Any dog which bites, inflicts injury, assaults or otherwise attacks a human being
or a domestic animal without provocation; or
2. Any dog which, without provocation, approaches in a threatening or terrorizing
manner, any person or domestic animal upon the streets, sidewalks or any public
grounds or places; or
3. Any dog which is trained to attack or cause injury or to otherwise endanger the
safety of human beings or domestic animals, or any dog which has a history of
attacking or propensity to attack people or domestic animals without

provocation.

DISPOSITION - adoption, quarantine, voluntary or involuntary custodianship or

placement, or euthanasia humanely administered to an animal. "Disposition” includes
placement or sale of an animal to the general public, or removal of an animal from any pet
shop to any other location.

DOMESTIC COMPANION ANIMAL - any non-wildlife or non-exotic species altered
through controlled breeding for the primary purpose of human  companionship and
serving no widely recognized agricultural, farming use or working purposes.

DOMESTIC AGRICULTURAL ANIMAL - any non-wildlife or non-exotic species
altered through controlled breeding for the primary purpose of agricultural use or
farming purposes are strictly prohibited.



EXEMPT EXOTIC ANIMAL - any non-domestic animal not native to Pennsylvania
routinely offered for sale by pet stores within Pennsylvania, non-  poisonous reptiles not
exceeding a maximum length of 60 inches at maturity, non-poisonous fish, and
nonpoisonous amphibians not requiring State, Federal, or City permitting.

GUARD or ATTACK DOG - a dog trained to attack on command or to protect persons
or property, and who will cease to attack upon command.

HEEL - the animal is directly behind or next to a person and obedient to that person's
command.

IMPOUNDMENT - the taking into custody of an animal by any police officer, animal
control officer, or any authorized representative thereof.

KENNEL - any premises wherein any person engages in the business of boarding,
breeding buying, letting for hire, training for a fee or selling dogs or cats.

MUZZLE - a device constructed of strong, soft material or of metal, designed to fasten

over the mouth of an animal to prevent the animal from biting any person or other
animal.

OFFICER -- Police officer and/or duly appointed Animal Control Officer.

OWNER - any person having temporary or permanent custody of, sheltering or having
charge of, harboring, exercising control over, or having property rights to, any animal
covered by this Part. An animal shall be deemed to be harbored if it is fed or sheltered
for 3 or more consecutive days.

NATIVE WILDLIFE ANIMAL - all non-domestic animals naturally occurring in
the  wild within the borders of Pennsylvania.

PERSON -- Any individual, partnership, association, corporation, company, firm,
institution, trustee, estate, trust, any private entity or public entity as well as all officers,
agents, servants, employees or others acting for any of the same, and shall be taken as
applying in the singular or plural as the case may require.

PUBLIC NUISANCE ANIMAL - any animal that unreasonably annoys humans,
endangers the life or health of person or other animals, or substantially interferes
with the rights of citizens, other than their owners, to enjoyment of life or property.

The term "public nuisance animal" shall include, but not be limited to:
(1) Any animal that is found running at large.



(2) Any dog or cat in any section of a park or public recreation area unless the dog
or cat is controlled by a leash or similar physical restraint.

(3) Any animal that damages any property other than that of its owner.

(4) Any animal that makes disturbing noises, including, but not limited to,
continued and repeated howling, barking, whining, or other utterances causing
unreasonable annoyance, disturbance or discomfort to neighbors or others in close
proximity to the premises where the animal is kept or harbored shall be governed
by the City of Reading Codified Ordinance Chapter 10, Part 2, “Noise Control,”
§10-204.

(5) Any animal that causes fouling of the air by noxious or offensive odors and
thereby creates unreasonable annoyance or discomfort to neighbors or others in
close proximity to the premises where the animal is kept or harbored.

(6) Any animal in heat that is not confined so as to prevent attraction or contact
with other animals.

(7) Any animal, whether or not on the property of its owner, that without
provocation, molests, attacks, or otherwise interferes with the freedom of
movement of persons in a public right-of-way.

(8) Any animal that chases motor vehicles in a public right-of-way.

(9) Any animal that attacks domestic animals.

(10) Any animal that causes unsanitary conditions in enclosures or surroundings
where the animal is kept or harbored.

(11) Any animal that is offensive or dangerous to the public health, safety or welfare
by virtue of the number of animals maintained at a single residence or the
inadequacy of the facilities.

SANITARY - a condition of good order and cleanliness to minimize the possibility of
disease transmission.

UNDER RESTRAINT - an animal is secured by a leash, lead under the control of a
person physically capable of restraining the animal and obedient to that person's
commands, or securely enclosed within the real property limits of the owner's premises.

VICIOUS or DANGEROUS ANIMAL - any animal that attacks, bites, or physically
injures human beings, domestic animals, or livestock without provocation or which,
because of temperament or training, has a known propensity to attack, bite, or
physically injure human beings, domestic animals, or livestock. Any wild animal or any
animal that without provocation has bitten or attacked a human being or other animal
shall be prima facie presumed vicious or dangerous.

§2-103. Nuisances.
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any animal on any property located within the
incorporated limits of the City when the keeping of such animal constitutes a public nuisance or

menace to public health or safety.
(Ord. 72-2005, 11/14/2005, §1)



§2-104. Keeping of Exotic Animals, Domestic Agricultural Animal, or Native Wildlife Animal.
It shall be unlawful for anyone to own, harbor or permit at large any exotic animal, domestic
agricultural animal or native wildlife animal within the City without the-writtenpermissionof a
permit issued by the Animal Control Board. Such permission permit shall be given only if it is
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Board that the animal will not constitute a threat to public
health or safety.

The application for such permit shall be on a form supplied by the City and shall be submitted to
the City Clerks Office along with a fee in the amount of $75.00. The fee shall be disbursed $40.00
to the designated animal control authority and $35.00 to the City to cover the costs of
inspections and administration.

§2-105. Caring for Animals.

PA Code Animal Regulations - 18 Pa.C.S. §5511.

§2-106. Limitation on the Number of Animals

A. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to regulate the maintenance, keeping or possession of
animals within the City of Reading in order to promote the health, safety and general welfare of
its inhabitants.

Where the provisions of this chapter impose greater restrictions than those of any other statute,
ordinance, regulation or resolution, the provisions of this chapter shall be controlling. Where the
provisions of any other statute, ordinance, regulation or resolution impose greater restrictions
than this chapter, the provisions of such other statute, ordinance, regulation or resolution shall
be controlling.

B. Limitation on Number of Animals.-- Except for species of fish, it shall be unlawful to keep
more than six (6) animals six (6) months of age or older on any premises, regardless of the
number of owners; provided, however, that this section shall not apply to any premises for
which a kennel license has been obtained pursuant to the Dog Law of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, as the same may from time to time be supplemented or amended, nor shall this
section apply if a permit has been issued and is in effect pursuant to this ordinance.

C. Application for Permit of More Than Six (6) Animals.

1. The application for a permit for the keeping of more than six (6) animals shall have attached
thereto a registered veterinarian’s health certificate for each animal to be covered by the permit,
shall be verified by an affidavit and shall set forth the following:

a. The type and number of animals to be covered by the permit.

b. The purpose of keeping such animals.

¢. The period for which the permit is requested.

d. A description of the quarters in which the animals will be kept, including plans and

specifications thereof, where appropriate, and the facilities for sanitation and disposal of

animal wastes.




e. The circumstances, if any, under which the animals will be removed from their quarters.
f. Biographical information about the applicant and any other person to be placed in
charge of the animals, with particular emphasis on the knowledge of such persons about
the animals in question and the experience of such persons in handling the animals in
question and earlier charges and/or citations for violation of statutes and/or ordinances
governing animals, and/or health and/or safety.

g. Such additional information as the Animal Control Board may require.

2. In addition to such verified information, the Animal Control Board shall consider all other
relevant conditions, including but not limited to:
a. The odor emanating or likely to emanate from the premises to persons off the premises.
b. The noise emanating or likely to emanate from the premises to persons off the premises.
c. The attitudes of the applicant’s neighbors to the proposed permit.
d. The security with which the pets or creatures will be restrained.

D. Animal Control Board; Powers and Duties; Issuance of Permit.

1. The Animal Control Board shall have the power to review or cause to be reviewed each
application for a permit and may either approve or reject such application or require
modification of the application. When the Animal Control Board has approved the application,
it shall issue the permit. The permit shall be personal and not transferable and shall be issued for
a calendar year or part thereof. The Animal Control Board shall also have the power to revoke
the permit for cause.

2. The Animal Control Board shall also have the power, to make such rules and regulations as it
shall deem necessary to carry out the purposes of this ordinance. The Animal Control Board
shall be responsible to determine whether any person is violating any provisions of this
ordinance. In making such determinations as to whether to approve or reject an application for a
permit or an application for renewal of a permit, the Animal Control Board shall consider
whether any one or more of the following approved standards are not complied with:

a. All animals and animal quarters shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition.

Adequate ventilation shall be maintained.

b. The permittee shall use every reasonable precaution to assure that the animals

are not teased, abused, mistreated, annoyed, tormented or in any manner made to

suffer by any means.

c. Animals which are enemies by nature or are temperamentally unsuited shall not

be quartered together or so near each other as to cause the animals fear, or to be

abused, tormented or annoyed.

d. The permittee shall maintain the premises so as to eliminate offensive odors or

excessive noise.

e. The permittee shall not permit any condition causing disturbance of the peace

and quiet of his/her neighbors.

f. Animals must be maintained in quarters so constructed as to prevent their

escape. The permittee assumes full responsibility for recapturing any animal that




escapes from his/her premises. The permittee shall make adequate provisions and
safeguards to protect the public from the animals.

g. Every person shall conform to all present and future laws of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania and the United States of America, the ordinances of the City of
Reading and the rules and regulations that may accompany this chapter in any
way connected with animals, specifically including anticruelty laws.

h. Any and all animals must be kept healthy and free from sickness and _disease
at all times. Should an Animal Control Officer or any Police Officer question the
health of any animals, he/she shall have the authority to require an examination by
a doctor of veterinary medicine, such examination to be at the expense of the
owner.

i. The permittee shall be responsible and liable for the actions of all persons
employed by or otherwise associated with him/her as such actions relate to
permittee’s obligation to comply with this chapter.

i. Every owner and occupant of a structure or property shall be responsible for the
extermination of insects, rodents, vermin or other pests in all areas of the premises.

3. If the conditions presented by the application for a permit or for renewal of a _permit
constitute an actual or potential nuisance and/or a hazard and/or a danger to the public health,
safety and welfare, the application for a permit or for renewal of a permit shall be denied.

4. An Animal Control Officer and police officers of the City of Reading are authorized hereby to
enter upon any premises within the City for the purpose of investigating a possible violation of
this chapter. If access is denied by the property owner, the Animal Control Officer and/or Police
Officers are authorized to submit an application for a search warrant to the appropriate judicial

authority.

5. The holder of a permit issued pursuant to this ordinance shall have an ongoing duty to comply
with the requirements of the approved standards set forth in this ordinance.

E. Fees.

The applicant for a permit hereunder shall, at the time of his/her application, pay to the City of
Reading $50.00 for the first calendar year or part thereof, renewable thereafter for a fee of $25.00
each calendar year or part thereof.

F. Annual Renewal of Permit(s). All such permits for the keeping of more than six (6) animals
must be renewed annually upon resubmittal of an application of the type required by this
ordinance

§2-107. Sanitation.
1. All persons shall be responsible for the sanitary maintenance of the premises on which
any animals are housed, maintained or kenneled.



3. Animal shelters, or areas in which animals are maintained, shall be permitted only as
approved by the Health Officer. Animal shelters shall not be constructed or located in
such a manner that it creates a health hazard or nuisance to the adjoining property

owners.
4. People owning, harboring or keeping an animal within the City shall NOT permit any
waste matter from the animal to collect and remain on the property of the owner or
custodian, or on the property of others so as to cause or create an unhealthy, unsanitary,
dangerous or offensive living condition on the owner's or custodian's property, or to
abutting property of others.

5. Excess animal food shall not be allowed to accumulate in such a manner as to create a
food source for bacteria, insects or rodents.

6. No person shall maintain, transport or carry any animal or pet in any eating and drinking
establishment, food manufacturing or food service facility, except trained guide-dogsfor-the
blind certified service dogs

7. Owners of leashed or unleashed animals shall be responsible for the removal and
disposal of fecal matter deposited by his animal anywhere within the City.

§2-108. Restraining and Confinement Generally.

1. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dangerous dog and/or aggressive dog to fail

to keep such dangerous dog and/or aggressive dog under restraint or to permit such

dangerous dog and/or aggressive dog to run at large upon the streets and public ways

of the City.

2. Any dog, while on a street, sidewalk, public way or in any park, public square, or other public
space, or upon any private property without the consent of the owner, shall be secured by a leash
or chain of sufficient tensile strength to restrain the particular dog, or shall be at heel and securely
muzzled.

3. No owner or custodian of any animal shall fail to exercise proper care and control of such
animal to prevent the same from becoming a public nuisance.

4. Every female dog in heat shall be confined to the residence of the owner or keeper in

such a manner that such female dog cannot come into contact with another animal except for
planned breeding.

§2-109. Restraint of Guard Dogs.

1. Every owner of a guard or attack dog shall keep such dog confined in a building,
compartment or other enclosure. Any such enclosure shall be completely surrounded by

a fence at least 6 feet in height and shall be topped with an anticlimbing device

constructed of angle metal braces with at least three strands of equally separated barbed

wire stretched between them.

2. All anticlimbing devises shall extend inward at an angle of not less than 45 degrees nor more
than 90 degrees when measured from the perpendicular.



3. The areas of confinement shall all have gates and entrances thereto securely closed and locked,
and all fences property maintained and escape proof.

4. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to dogs owned or controlled by government law
enforcement agencies.

§2-110. Restraining of Dangerous Dogs or Aggressive Dogs.

Every dangerous dog or aggressive dog shall be confined by its owner or authorized agent of its
owner to the residence of the owner or keeper. Such residence shall be conspicuously posted with
a placard provided by the issuing office. Whenever off the premises of its owner, the dog shall be
securely muzzled and restrained with a chain having a minimal tensile strength of 300 pounds

and not more than 3 feet in length or caged. Every person harboring a dangerous dog or

agoressive dog is charged with an affirmative duty to confine the animal in such way that

children do not have access to such animal.

A. Upon licensing a vicious or dangerous dog, the owner shall display, in a conspicuous manner,
a sign on his or her premises warning that there is a vicious dog on the premises. The sign shall
be visible and legible from the sidewalk and street.

B. If the animal is kept outdoors, the owner shall properly confine the dog in a pen or structure
with secure sides and a secure top. The pen shall be no less than six (6) feet high and contain no
less than fifty (50) square feet of ground space. All pens shall comply with city zoning guidelines
so as not to be offensive to the neighboring residents.

C. Every person harboring a dangerous dog or aggressive dog is charged with an affirmative duty
to confine the animal in such way that children do not have access to such animal.

D. No person owning or harboring a dangerous or vicious dog shall permit such dog to go beyond
the confined area of such person’s premises unless the dog is securely leashed and muzzled. The
leash shall not be longer than three (3) feet. Retractable or flexi-leads are not allowed. The leash
shall be controlled by an adult or by a person physically capable of controlling the dog.

E. Once a dog is deemed to be dangerous; it shall be neutered or spayed so as not to propagate
vicious characteristics inherent in the progeny of the dangerous dog.

§2-111. Property Owners May Impound.

Any person finding an animal at large upon his property may remove the same to any animal
shelter that will take possession of the animal. If no such shelter is available, the property owner
may hold the animal in his own possession, and as soon as possible, notify the Animal Control
Officer. The property owner shall provide a description of the animal and the name of the
owner if known. The Department shall dispatch an animal control officer to take possession of
the animal.

§2-112. Return of Animal to Owner.
If the name of the owner or custodian of an animal found at large is known or can be obtained
with reasonable dispatch, the Animal Control Officer shall make attempts to notify the owner.



§2-113. Disposition of Large Animals.

Any animal control officer or other designated person on call who removes a large animal such
as a horse, cow, mule or any other animal not acceptable by any animal hospital or shelter shall
be authorized to call a trucking firm or company which shall convey the animal to a farm or
other appropriate facility that has an agreement with the City to accept such animals. The
disposition of any animal removed to a facility other than an animal hospital or shelter shall be
handled in the same manner as though the animal were confined in an animal hospital or
shelter. The City and Animal Shelter are authorized, under the terms of this Part, to bill the
owner of the animal for any charges incurred.

§2-114. Dangerous Dog and/or Aggressive Dog Permits.
armit Re 11 A A Q




A. Any person owning a dangerous or aggressive dog must register the dog with the animal
control agency contracted by the City of Reading to enforce the provisions of this ordinance and
pay a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for such registration to the designated Animal Control
Authority.

The owner must provide proof at the time of registration that:

(1) The home-owner’s insurance policy for the residence in which the dangerous dog is housed

contains a rider or a liability clause for dangerous dogs;

(2) The dog’s rabies vaccination status is current;

(3) The dog is licensed for the current year; and

(4) The dog is micro-chipped with a permanent ID.

(5) Every dog for which the owner is required to obtain a permit must wear a valid permit tag
at all times when the animal is off the premises of its owner .The permit tag shall be issued
the Animal Control Authority and be made of highly visible material with the words
“dangerous dog” prominently displayed upon it.

APPEAL PROCEDURE

Within fourteen (14) days of the date of the notice of the police or animal control officer’s
decision that a dog is dangerous, the owner of the dog may appeal the decision to the Animal
Control Board. The owner of the dog shall send notice of his/her intent to appeal by certified
mail to the Animal Control Board, with copies to the Chief of Police and Clerk of City. If such an
appeal is filed, a hearing shall be commenced within three (3) weeks of its filing. Within five
days of the close of the appeal hearing, the Animal Control Board shall determine whether to
uphold or reverse the decision of the police or health officer.

The determination of the Animal Control Board shall be final and binding. The dog shall be kept
either in a secure enclosure or shall be impounded at an animal shelter during the appeal process.
Any and all costs for the impounding of the dog shall be borne by the owner unless otherwise
determined by the Animal Control Board. .

§2-115. Impoundment.

1. In addition to any other remedies provided in this Part, an Animal Control Officer or a
Police Officer may seize, impound and humanely confine to an animal shelter or hospital
any of the following animals:

A. Any dog without a valid permit tag or license.



B. Any animal at large.

C. Any animal constituting a public nuisance or considered a danger to the public.

D. Any animal that is in violation of any quarantine or confinement order of a Health
Officer.

E. Any unattended animal that is ill, injured or otherwise in need of care.

F. Any animal that is reasonably believed to have been abused or neglected.

G. Any animal that is reasonably suspected of having rabies.

H. Any animal that is charged with being potentially dangerous, aggressive or
displays aggressive behavior where an Animal Control Officer, the Animal Control
Board, or the Mayor determines that there is a threat to public health and safety.

I. Any animal that a court of competent jurisdiction has ordered impounded or
destroyed.

J. Any animal that is considered unattended or abandoned, as in situations where

the owner is deceased, has been arrested or evicted from his regular place of
residence.

K. Any exotic animal, domestic agricultural animal, or native wildlife animal without
a valid permit.

2. An Animal Control Officer or Police Officer may also, or in lieu of impoundment, issue
to the owner a citation.

§2-116. Notice to Owner and Redemption.

1. Upon impoundment of an animal, the Humane-Seeciety designated Animal Control Authority
shall immediately attempt to notify the owner by telephone or certified mail. The owner shall
also be advised that the failure to claim the animal within a specified period of time may result in
the disposition of the animal.

2. An owner reclaiming an impounded animal shall pay a fee of $25 for each day the animal

has been impounded. The daily rate charged for any subsequent impoundment occurring

within 12 months shall be double that which was charged for each day of confinement

during the first impoundment.

3. Any animal not reclaimed by its owner within 48 hours shall become the property of the

City and shall be placed for adoption in a suitable home or euthanized in a manner

prescribed by the Humane Seeciety designated Animal Control Authority.

4. Any dangerous dog or aggressive dog impounded shall not be redeemed by the owner

or adopted by any other person until all applicable permit fees imposed by this Part shall

be paid and proof thereof shall be presented to the Humane Seciety-designated Animal Control

Authority.

§2-117. Animal Control Board Established.

1. There is hereby established a City Animal Control Board.

2. The Mayor shall appoint five members plus two alternates subject to confirmation by
City Council. The two alternate members shall represent the community at large and
shall be empowered to sit on the Board in the absence of a Board member. In the event
of the absence of one Board member, the alternate with the greatest length of service in
the position will serve. In the absence of two Board members both alternates will serve.



In the absence of both alternates, the Mayor may designate a temporary alternate at large.
One of the five regular appointees shall be designated as chairperson by the Mayor,
subject to confirmation by Council.

A. Two members shall be appointed as representatives of the community at large.

B. Two members shall be appointed representatives of animal humane societies and
animal shelters.

C. One member shall be appointed as a representative of private veterinarians or
veterinary hospitals.

D. Two alternates shall be appointed as representatives of the community at large.

3. The term of each member shall be 3 years, or until a successor takes office.

§2-118. Animal Control Board; Powers and Duties.

1. The Animal Control Board is authorized to prepare written rules and regulations to
govern its operations and the conduct of hearings before it. The rules and regulations
shall become effective upon the approval, by resolution, of the City Council. Three copies
of the Board's rules and regulations shall be available for inspection by the public in the
Office of the City Clerk.

2. The Board shall also have the authority to do the following;:

A. Receive requests for permission to own exotic animals, domestic agricultural
animals, and native wildlife animals; conduct an investigation it deems proper and
hold hearings in conjunction with such investigation. The Board may grant, in

writing, special permission for the keeping of exotic animals, domestic agricultural
animals, and native wildlife animals and impose any condition on such permission
that it deems necessary to protect the animal, owner, and the general public.

B. Make determinations of aggressive dogs as defined under “Definitions,” §2-102.

3. The Board shall meet at the call of the Chairperson to take the following actions:

A. Prepare and present the Animal Control Board budget to the Director of Finance.

B. Recommend to the City Council changes in the law regarding the control of

animals.

§2-119. Sanctions and Remedies.

1. Obedience training for the animal(s) in question.

2. Muzzling of an animal while off the property of the owner.

3. Confinement of an animal indoors.

4. Confinement of an animal in a secure enclosure.

5. Reduction of the number of animals kept at any one location.

6. Removal of an animal from the custody of the animal's owner or custodian in cases of
neglect or cruelty.

7. The sterilization of an animal.

8. A ban on maintaining other animals in the City.

9. Any other measure or sanction designed to eliminate a violation, prevent future
violations, or protect the health and safety of the public.

10. Any fees previously paid nonrefundable.



§2-120. Appeals.
Any person aggrieved by any decision of an Animal Control Board may appeal the same to the
Berks County Court of Common Pleas.

§2-121. Enforcement.

Animal Control Officers or other designees of the Mayor shall be the enforcement officials for
this Part. These officials, along with Police Officers, shall have the authority to act on behalf of
the City and the Animal Control Board in investigating complaints, impounding and
destroying animals, issuing citations, and taking other lawful actions as required to enforce the
provisions of this Part. It shall be a violation of this Part to interfere with any Animal Control
Officer or other enforcement official in the performance of his duties.

§2-122. Violations and Penalties.

1. It shall be violation of the Part to:

A. Fail to comply with any provision of this Part.

B. Fail to comply with any lawful order of the Animal Control Board, an Animal

Control Officer, or Police Officer unless such order is lawfully stayed or reversed.

2. Any person who shall violate any provision of this Part shall be, upon conviction thereof,
sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $1,000 plus costs; and, in
default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 30
days.

3. Notwithstanding any other penalties imposed by this Section of this Part, any person
who violates any provision of this Part and said violation involves a dangerous dog or
aggressive dog (as defined in §2-102 herein), shall be subject to a minimum fine of $500
to a maximum of $1,000 plus costs and other fees and penalties included within the terms
of this Part and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment
not to exceed 30 days. All fines collected shall be forwarded to the Berks-County
Humane Seeiety designated Animal Control Authority to cover administrative expenses.
(Ord. 72-2005, 11/14/2005, §1)




Codified Ordinances §10-110. Animal Bite Incidents.

1. Animal bite incidents shall be reported to the, Property Improvement Division by the
animal owner or the victim providing the name and address of the victim, telephone
number if known, age of the victim, the time and the date of the biting incident, the type
of animal and the name and address of the attending physician. When known, the report
shall include the name and address of the animal owner.

2. It shall be the responsibility of the owner to maintain his animal in a state of premises
quarantine for a period of 10 days as a rabies suspect.

A. Within the 10 day quarantine period, the owner shall arrange to have the animal
examined by a licensed veterinarian, and return his signed diagnosis and/or
opinion to the Property Improvement Division on the notice form provided.

B. In the event that the animal dies within the quarantine period, it shall by the

owner's responsibility to report the animal's death to the examining veterinarian

and to the Property Improvement Division, and further make available the dead

carcass for further examination.

C. No person shall destroy, or have destroyed, any animal involved in a biting

incident that is being held within the ten day quarantine period, unless approved

by the Health Officer.

D. No person shall house, maintain or kennel any animal involved in a biting

incident, during the ten day quarantine period, unless the owner or operator or

person maintaining such housing facility shall be made aware of the animal biting
incident and isolation facilities are provided for the animal.

(Ord. 40-1973, 9/19/1973, §10; as amended by Ord. 14-2001, 5/29/2001)

From Codified Ordinances — Animal Control §2-115. Impoundment.

1. In addition to any other remedies provided in this Part, an Animal Control Officer or a
Police Officer may seize, impound and humanely confine to an animal shelter or hospital
any of the following animals:

A. Any dog without a valid permit tag or license.

B. Any animal at large.

C. Any animal constituting a public nuisance or considered a danger to the public.

D. Any animal that is in violation of any quarantine or confinement order of a Health
Officer.

E. Any unattended animal that is ill, injured or otherwise in need of care.

F. Any animal that is reasonably believed to have been abused or neglected.

G. Any animal that is reasonably suspected of having rabies.

H. Any animal that is charged with being potentially dangerous, aggressive or

displays aggressive behavior where an Animal Control Officer, the Animal Control

Board, or the Mayor determines that there is a threat to public health and safety.

I. Any animal that a court of competent jurisdiction has ordered impounded or

destroyed.

J. Any animal that is considered unattended or abandoned, as in situations where



the owner is deceased, has been arrested or evicted from his regular place of

residence.

K. Any exotic animal, domestic agricultural animal, or native wildlife animal without

a valid permit.

2. An Animal Control Officer or Police Officer may also, or in lieu of impoundment, issue
to the owner a citation.

§2-116. Notice to Owner and Redemption.

1. Upon impoundment of an animal, the Humane Seciety designated Animal Control Authority
shall immediately attempt to notify the owner by telephone or certified mail. The owner shall
also be advised that the failure to claim the animal within a specified period of time may result in
the disposition of the animal.

2. An owner reclaiming an impounded animal shall pay a fee of $25 for each day the animal
has been impounded. The daily rate charged for any subsequent impoundment occurring
within 12 months shall be double that which was charged for each day of confinement

during the first impoundment.

3. Any animal not reclaimed by its owner within 48 hours shall become the property of the

City and shall be placed for adoption in a suitable home or euthanized in a manner

prescribed by the Humane Seeciety designated Animal Control Authority.

4. Any dangerous dog or aggressive dog impounded shall not be redeemed by the owner

or adopted by any other person until all applicable permit fees imposed by this Part shall

be paid and proof thereof shall be presented to the Humane Seciety-designated Animal Control

Authority.

Council Staff Recommendation

1. Add requirement to Animal Control Ordinance for all animal bites to be
reported to the City Health Officer, located in the Property Maintenance
Division and for the Health Officer to report all animal bites to the State. Add
reference to Health Code §10-110. Animal Bite Incidents.

2. Amend Health Ordinance requiring quarantine at a local animal shelter and
have the animal examined by a licensed veterinarian affiliated with the
shelter. Also add language referring to the Animal Control Ordinance
§2-115. Impoundment and §2-116. Notice to Owner and Redemption



BILL NO.

AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
READING, CHAPTER 10 HEALTH AND SAFETY, PART 5 STORAGE OF MOTOR
VEHICLE NUISANCES, SECTION 505 - PARKING TRUCKS< TRAILERS, MOBILE HOMES
BY ADDING DEFINITION TO THE ALLOWABLE SIZE OF MOBILE HOMES, AS
ATTACHED IN EXHIBIT A.

THE CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: The Codified Ordinances of the City of Reading Fee Schedule, Chapter 10, Health
and Safety, Part 5 Storage of Motor Vehicle Nuisances, Section 505 Parking of Trucks, Trailers,

Mobile Homes by adding definition to the allowable size of Mobile Homes, as attached in Exhibit
A.

SECTION 2: All other items, parts, sections, etc. of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, which are contrary to the amended chart attached as
Exhibit A are hereby repealed; otherwise all other parts, sections, etc. of said Code and Chapter

shall remain in effect unchanged and likewise are ratified.

SECTION 3: This ordinance shall be effective ten (10) days after its adoption and approval by the
Mayor, in accordance with Section 219 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter.

Enacted , 2009

President of Council

Attest:

City Clerk



Submitted to Mayor:

Date:

Received by the Mayor’s Office:

Date:

Approved by Mayor:

Date:

Vetoed by Mayor:

Date:




§10-505. Parking Trucks, Trailers and Mobile Homes.
1. It shall be unlawful for any person to park, or allow to remain parked any vehicles,
trucks, trailers, or tractors, whether attached or unattached, with a gross vehicle weight
rating (GVWR) of 10,000 lbs. or more and/or higher than 10 feet on all public or private
property for more than 1 hour unless the vehicle is involved in the actual delivery or pick up of
goods, supplies or merchandise from any building, residence or business in the following zoning
districts:

A.R1A,R1, R2, R 3 Residential Districts

B. Residential Outlet Districts - RO

C. Commercial Residential Districts - CR

D. Commercial Neighborhood Districts - CN

E. Residential Professional Office - RPO

F. Preservation.

2. It shall also be unlawful for anyone to park or allow to remain parked any boats, motor homes
(Mobile homes no larger than 24 feet in length or weighing more than 12,000 GVW may be parked
on private property, in accordance with Part 3 herein, only on approved surfaces as per the City
of Reading Zoning Ordinance Section’s 1602.1 And 1602.2, recreational vehicles
(RV)(Recreational Vehicles no larger than 24 feet in length or weighing more than 12,000 GVW
may be parked on private property, in accordance with Part 3 herein, only on approved surfaces
as per the City of Reading Zoning Ordinance Section’s 1602.1 & 1602. Camping trailers, trailers of
any type or passenger cars with attached boats, homes, camping trailers or trailers of any type on
all public property and on private property in plain view from the public right of way in the
above zoning districts shall not be allowed.

3. Each household may apply to the Department of Police, Traffic Enforcement Office, for no
more than two temporary recreational vehicle parking permits in each calendar year unless a
special exception is authorized by the Chief of Police for the vehicles restricted



§10-205. Motor Vehicle Prohibitions.
1. Motor Vehicle and Motorcycles on Public Right of Way. No person shall operate or
cause to be operated a public or private motor vehicle or motorcycle, or any equipment
attached to such a vehicle, on a public right-of-way at any time in such a manner that the
sound level emitted by the motor vehicle or motorcycle, or any equipment attached to
such a vehicle exceeds the level set forth in Pennsylvania Code, Title 67, Chapter 157,
"Established Sound Levels."
2. Standing Motor Vehicles. No person shall operate or permit the operation of any motor
vehicle or any auxiliary equipment attached to such a vehicle for a period longer than
15 minutes in any hour while the vehicle is stationary, for reasons other than traffic
congestion, anywhere within 150 feet of any residence in such a manner as to cause a
noise disturbance across a residential property line (boundary).
3. Unnecessary Horn Blowing. No person shall at any time sound the horn or other
warning device of a vehicle except when absolutely necessary as a warning while
actually driving such vehicle permissible motor vehicle noise emissions as set forth in
subsection (1) hereof.
4. Sound Trucks. No person shall operate sound amplifying equipment mounted on or
attached to any motor vehicle at any time in such a manner as to exceed the maximum
permissible motor vehicle noise emissions as set forth in subsection (1) hereof.
5. The sensory mechanism used in connection with an automatic motor vehicle protection
device shall be adjusted to suppress false indications of burglary or intrusion so that the
device will not be activated by impulse or vibration caused by any force not related to
the alarms. All components comprising such a device shall be maintained by the owner
or lessee in good repair to assure maximum reliability of operation. [Ord. 26-1998]

(Ord. 33-1996, 10/28/1996 §2; as amended by Ord. 26-1998, 8/10/1998, §1)

CHAPTER 157. ESTABLISHED SOUND
LEVELS

Subchap. Sec.

A. GENERAL PROVISIONS ... 157.1

B. NOISE LIMITS ... 157.11

C. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS ... 157.21

D. INSTRUMENTATION ... 157.31

E. MEASUREMENT OF NOISE EMISSION HIGHWAY OPERATIONS ... 15741
F. CORRECTION FACTORS ... 157.51

Authority

The provisions of this Chapter 157 issued under the Vehicle Code, 75 Pa.C.S. § § 4521 and 6103, unless
otherwise noted.



Source

The provisions of this Chapter 157 adopted August 26, 1977, effective August 27, 1977, 7 Pa.B. 2428,
unless otherwise noted.

Cross References
This chapter cited in 67 Pa. Code § 175.75 (relating to exhaust systems); 67 Pa. Code § 175.105

(relating to exhaust systems); 67 Pa. Code § 175.152 (relating to exhaust systems); and 67 Pa. Code
§ 175.181 (relating to exhaust systems).

Subchapter A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.

157.1. Purpose.
157.2. Definitions.

§ 157.1. Purpose.

(a) Purpose. This chapter prescribes procedures for inspection, surveillance and measurement of motor
vehicles operated on a highway to determine whether those vehicles are constructed, equipped, maintained
and operated to conform with the established sound levels in § 157.11 (relating to vehicular noise limits).

(b) Exceptions. This chapter does not apply to:

(1) Fire equipment.

(2) Racing vehicles which are operated in an organized racing or competitive event conducted under a
permit issued by local authorities.

§ 157.2. Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, have the following meanings, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise:

Ground cover—Any of various low, dense-growing plants, such as ivy, myrtle, low weeds or brush.
Hard test site—A test site having the ground surface covered with concrete, asphalt, packed dirt, gravel
or similar reflective material for more than 1/2 the distance between the microphone target point and the

microphone location point.

Microphone line—An unmarked reference line running parallel to the vehicle path and passing through
the microphone.

Microphone point—The unmarked location on the center of the lane of travel that is closest to the



microphone.

Relatively flat—A noise measurement site which does not contain significant concave curvatures or slope
reversals that may result in the focusing of sound waves toward the microphone location point is relatively
flat.

Soft test site—A test site having the ground surface covered with grass, other ground cover or similar
absorptive material for 1/2 or more of the distance between the microphone target point and the
microphone location point.

Traffic railing—A longitudinal highway traffic barrier system installed along the side or median of a
highway. A traffic railing shall have at least 35% of its vertical height, from the ground surface to the top of
the railing, open to free space in order to qualify as an acceptable object within a noise measurement test
site. Posts or other discrete supports shall be ignored when ascertaining open free space.

Vehicle reference point—The location on the vehicle used to determine when the vehicle is at any of the
points on the vehicle path. The primary vehicle reference point shall be the front of the vehicle. For
vehicles with a gross vehicle rating of 6,000 pounds or more, where the distance from the front of the
vehicle to the exhaust outlet is more than 16 feet, the secondary vehicle reference point shall be the exhaust
outlet.

Cross References

This section cited in 67 Pa. Code § 157.41 (relating to site characteristics).

Subchapter B. NOISE LIMITS

Sec.

157.11. Vehicular noise limits.
157.12. Measurement tolerances.

§ 157.11. Vehicular noise limits.

(a) Prohibition. No person shall operate either a motor vehicle or combination of vehicles of a type
subject to registration at any time or under any condition of grade, load, acceleration or deceleration in such
a manner as to exceed the following noise limit for the category of motor vehicle within the speed limits
specified in Table 1.

TABLE 1
Maximum Permissible Sound Level Readings (decibel (A))
Highway operations test

soft site hard site



35 35

Above Above
mph 35 mph 35
or o n O
less " less P
(1) Any motor vehicle with a manufacturers gross vehicle weight rating of
6,000 pounds or more and any combination of vehicles towed by such motor 86 90 88 92
vehicle.
(2) Any motorcycle other than a motor-driven cycle. 82 86 84 88

3) Any other motor vehicle and any combination of vehicles towed by such

motor vehicles. 76 82 78 84

(b) Measurement distance. The noise limits established by this section shall be based on a distance of 50
feet from the center lane of travel within the speed limit specified in this section. Measurements at
distances closer than 50 feet from the center of the lane of travel may be made. In such a case, the
measuring device shall be so calibrated as to provide for measurements equivalent to the noise limit
established by this section measured at 50 feet.

(¢) Trucks. A truck, truck tractor, or bus that is not equipped with an identification plate or marking
bearing the name and gross vehicle weight rating of the manufacturer shall be considered as having a gross
vehicle weight rating of 6,000 pounds or more if the unladen weight is more than 5,000 pounds.

(d) Exemptions. This section does not apply to any of the following:

(1) The sound generated by a warning device, such as a horn or siren, installed in a motor vehicle, unless
such device is intentionally sounded in order to preclude an otherwise valid noise emission measurement.

(2) An emergency vehicle, such as a fire department vehicle, police vehicle, ambulance, blood-delivery
vehicle, armed forces emergency vehicle, one private vehicle of fire or police chief or assistant chief or
ambulance corps commander or assistant commander or of a river rescue commander, or other vehicles
designated by the State Police as emergency vehicles, when responding to an emergency call.

(3) A snow plow in operation.

(4) The sound generated by special mobile equipment which is normally operated only when the motor
vehicle on which it is installed is stopped or is operating at a speed of 5 miles per hour or less, unless such
device is intentionally operated at speeds greater than 5 miles per hour in order to preclude an otherwise
valid noise measurement.

Cross References

This section cited in 67 Pa. Code § 157.1 (relating to purpose).

§ 157.12. Measurement tolerances.

(a) Factors. Measurement tolerances shall be allowed to take into account the effects of the following
factors:



(1) The consensus standard practice of reporting field sound level measurements to the nearest whole
decibel.

(2) Variations resulting from commercial instrument tolerances.
(3) Variations resulting from the topography of the noise measurement site.

(4) Variations resulting from atmospheric conditions such as wind, ambient temperature, and
atmospheric pressure.

(5) Variations resulting from reflected sound from small objects allowed within the test site.
(6) The interpretation of the above cited factors by enforcement personnel.

(b) Limitations. Measurement tolerances shall not exceed two decibels for a given measurement.

Subchapter C. ADMINISTRATIVE
PROVISIONS

Sec.

157.21. Inspection and examination of motor vehicles.

§ 157.21. Inspection and examination of motor vehicles.

(a) Police authorization. Any police officer shall be authorized to inspect, examine and test a motor
vehicle in accordance with the procedures specified in this chapter.

(b) Duty to submit. A driver or owner shall, at any time, submit a motor vehicle for inspection,
examination, and testing for the purpose of ascertaining whether the motor vehicle and equipment installed
on it conforms with the sound levels specified in Table 1.

(c) Training. Police officers selected to measure sound level of vehicles operated on highways shall have
received training in the techniques of sound measurement and the operation of sound measuring
instruments.

(d) Method. When making direct readings of the meter, the police officer shall be positioned in relation to
the microphone in accordance with the instructions for the instrument. When the instrument manual is
vague or does not include adequate information, a specific recommendation shall be obtained from the
manufacturer.

Subchapter D. INSTRUMENTATION



Sec.

157.31. Types of measurement systems which may be used.
157.32. Calibration of measurement systems.
157.33. Windscreens.

§ 157.31. Types of measurement systems which may be used.
The sound level measurement system shall meet or exceed the requirements of American National

Standard Specifications for Sound Level Meters, ANSI S1.4—1971, approved April 27, 1971, issued by the
American National Standards Institute, throughout the applicable frequency range for either:

(1) A Type 1 sound level meter.
(2) A Type 2 sound level meter.
(3) A Type S sound level meter which has the following:
(1) A-weighting frequence response.
(i) Fast dynamic characteristics of its indicating instrument.

(i11) A relative response level tolerance consistent with those of either a Type 1 or Type 2 sound level
meter, as specified in Section 3.2 of ANSI S1.4—1971.

Cross References

This section cited in 67 Pa. Code § 157.42 (relating to ambient conditions); and 67 Pa. Code § 157.43
(relating to location and operation of sound level measurement system).

§ 157.32. Calibration of measurement systems.
(a) Calibration. Requirements for calibration shall be as follows:

(1) The sound level measurement system shall be calibrated and appropriately adjusted at one or more
frequencies in the range from 250 to 1,000 hertz at the beginning of each series of measurements and at
intervals of 5—15 minutes thereafter until it has been established that the sound level measurement system
has not drifted from its calibrated level. Once this fact has been established, calibrations may be made at
intervals of once every hour. A significant drift shall be considered to have occurred if a 0.3 decibel or
more excursion is noted from the systems predetermined reference calibration level. In the case of systems
using displays with whole decibel increments, the operator may usually judge when the 0.3 decibel drift has
been met or exceeded.

(2) The sound level measurement system shall be checked periodically by its manufacturer, a
representative of its manufacturer, or a person of equivalent special competence to verify that its accuracy
meets the design criteria of the manufacturer.



(b) Acoustical calibrator. An acoustical calibrator of the microphone coupler type design for the sound
level measurement system in use shall be used to calibrate the sound level measurement system in
accordance with subsection (a) of this section. The calibrator shall meet or exceed the accuracy
requirements specified in section 5.4.1 of the American National Standards Institute Standard Methods for
Measurements of Sound Pressure Levels, ANSI § 1.13—1971, for calibrators for field type measurements.

§ 157.33. Windscreens.

A properly installed windscreen, of the type recommended by the manufacturer of the sound level
measurement system, shall be used during the time that noise emission measurements are being taken.

Subchapter E. MEASUREMENT OF NOISE
EMISSION HIGHWAY
OPERATIONS

Sec.

157.41. Site characteristics.

157.42. Ambient conditions.

157.43. Location and operation of sound level measurement system.
157.44. Measurement procedures.

§ 157.41. Site characteristics.

(a) Distances. Measurement shall be made at a test site which is adjacent to, and includes a portion of, a
traveled lane of a public highway. A microphone target point shall be established on the centerline of the
traveled lane of the highway, and a microphone location point shall be established on the ground surface
not less than 26 feet (7.8 meters) or more than 118 feet (35.4 meters) from the microphone target point and
on a line that is perpendicular to the centerline of the traveled lane of the highway and that passes through
the microphone target point. In the case of a standard test site, the microphone location point shall be 50
feet (15.2 meters) from the microphone target point. Within the test site shall be a triangular measurement
area. A plan view diagram of a standard test site, having an open site within a 50 foot (15.2 meters) radius
of both the microphone target point and the microphone location point, is shown in Figure 1 in Appendix
A. Measurements may be made at a test site having smaller or greater dimensions in accordance with the
provisions of Subchapter F (relating to correction factors).

(b) Sound reflective objects in triangular measurement areas. The test site shall be an open site,
essentially free of large sound-reflecting objects. However, the following objects may be within the test
site, including the triangular measurement area:

(1) Small cylindrical objects such as fire hydrants or telephone or utility poles.

(2) Rural mailboxes.



(3) Traffic railings of any type of construction except solid concrete barriers. See § 157.2 (relating to
definitions).

(4) One or more curbs having a vertical height of one foot (0.3 meter) or less.

(¢) Sound reflective objects outside triangular measurement area. The following objects may be within
the test site if they are outside of the triangular measurement area of the site:

(1) Any vertical surface, such as billboard, regardless of size, having a lower edge more than 15 feet (4.6
meters) higher than the surface of the traveled lane of the highway.

(2) Any uniformly smooth sloping surface slanting away from the highway, such as a rise in grade
alongside the highway, with a slope that is less than 45° above the horizontal.

(3) Any surface slanting away from the highway that is 45° or more and not more than 90° above the
horizontal, if all points on the surface are more than 15 feet (4.6 meters) above the surface of the traveled
lane of the highway.

(d) Surface. The surface of the ground within the measurement area shall be relatively flat. The site shall
be a ‘‘soft’’ test site. However, if the site is determined to be ‘‘hard,’’ the correction factor shall be applied
to the measurement.

(e) Pavement. The traveled lane of the highway within the test site shall be dry, paved with relatively
smooth concrete or asphalt, and substantially free of:

(1) holes or other defects which would cause a motor vehicle to emit irregular tire, body, or chassis
impact noise; and

(2) loose material, such as gravel or sand.

(f) Tunnel or underpass. The traveled lane of the highway on which the microphone target point is
situated shall not pass through a tunnel or underpass located within 200 feet (61 meters) of that point.

§ 157.42. Ambient conditions.
(a) Sound. Requirements concerning ambient sound conditions shall be as follows:

(1) The ambient A-weighted sound level at the microphone location point shall be measured, in the
absence of motor vehicle noise, emanating from within the clear noise zone, with fast meter response using
a sound level measurement system that conforms to the provisions of § 157.31 (relating to types of
measurement systems which may be used).

(2) The measured ambient level shall be ten decibels (A) or more below that level specified in Table 1,
which corresponds to the maximum permissible sound level reading which is applicable at the test site at
the time of testing.

(b) Wind. The wind velocity at the test shall be measured at the beginning of each series of noise
measurements and at intervals of 5—15 minutes thereafter until it has been established that the wind
velocity is essentially constant. Once this fact has been established, wind velocity measurements may be
made at intervals of once every hour. Noise measurements shall only be made if the measured wind



velocity is 12 miles per hour (19.3 kilometers per hour) or less. Gust wind measurements of up to 20 miles
per hour (33.2 kilometers per hour) shall be allowed.

(¢) Precipitation. Measurements shall be prohibited under any condition of precipitation, however,
measurements may be made with snow on the ground. The ground surface within the measurement area
shall be free of standing water.

§ 157.43. Location and operation of sound level measurement system.

(a) Microphone height. The microphone of a sound level measurement system that conforms to the
provisions of § 157.31 (relating to types of measurement systems which may be used) shall be located at a
height of not less than 2 feet (0.6 meters) nor more than 6 feet (1.8 meters) above the plane of the roadway
surface and not less than 3 1/2 feet (1.1 meters) and not more than 4 1/2 feet (1.4 meters) above the surface
on which the microphone stands. The preferred microphone height or flat terrain is four feet (1.2 meters).

(b) Monitor orientation. Requirements for monitor orientation shall be as follows:

(1) When the sound level measurement system is hand-held or is otherwise monitored by a person
located near its microphone, the holder shall orient himself relative to the highway in a manner consistent
with the recommendation of the manufacturer of the sound level measurement system.

(2) In no case shall the holder or observer be closer than 2 feet (0.6 meters) from the microphone of the
system, nor shall he locate himself between the microphone and the vehicle being measured.

(c) Microphone orientation. The microphone of the sound level measurement system shall be oriented
toward the traveled lane of the highway at the microphone target point at an angle that is consistent with the
recommendation of the manufacturer of the system. If the manufacturer of the system does not recommend
an angle of orientation for its microphone, the microphone shall be oriented toward the highway at an angle
of not less than 70° and not more than perpendicular to the horizontal plane of the traveled lane of the
highway at the microphone target point.

(d) Network and response mode. The sound level measurement system shall be set to the A-weighting
network and “‘fast’” meter response mode.

§ 157.44. Measurement procedures.

(a) Conditions. In accordance with the provisions of this section, a measurement shall be made of the
sound level generated by a motor vehicle operating through the measurement area on the traveled lane of
the highway within the test site, regardless of the highway grade, load, acceleration or deceleration.

(b) Maximum sound level reading. The second level generated by the motor vehicle shall be the highest
reading observed on the sound level measurement system as the vehicle passes through the measurement
area, corrected, when appropriate, in accordance with the provisions of Subchapter F (relating to correction
factors).

Table 1 lists the range of maximum permissible sound level readings for various readings for various test
conditions.

The sound level of the vehicle being measured shall be observed to rise at least six decibels (A) before the
maximum sound level occurs and to fall at least six decibels (A) after the maximum sound level occurs in
order to be considered a valid sound level reading.



Cross References

This section cited in 67 Pa. Code § 157.51 (relating to microphone distance correction factors).

Subchapter F. CORRECTION FACTORS

Sec.

157.51. Microphone distance correction factors.
157.52. Computation of open site requirements—nonstandard sites.
Cross References

This subchapter cited in 67 Pa. Code § 157.41 (relating to site characteristics); and 67 Pa. Code § 157.44
(relating to measurement procedures).

§ 157.51. Microphone distance correction factors.

If the distance between the microphone location point and the microphone target point is other than 50 feet
(15.2 meters), the maximum observed sound level reading generated by the motor vehicle in accordance
with § 157.44 (relating to measurement procedures) shall be corrected as specified in the following table:

TABLE 2
Distance Correction Factors

Sound level

If the distance between the microphone location point and the microphone target correction factor dB

point is (A)
26-29 feet -7
29-32 feet -6
32-35 feet -5
35-39 feet -3
39-43 feet -2
43-48 feet -1
48-58 feet 0
58-70 feet +1
70-83 feet +2
83-99 feet +3

99-118 feet +4



§ 157.52. Computation of open site requirements—nonstandard sites.

(a) Microphone distance. If the distance between the microphone location point and the microphone target
point is other than 50 feet (15.2 meters), the test site shall be an open site within a radius from both points
which is equal to the distance between the microphone location point and the microphone target point.

(b) Diagrams. Plan view diagrams of nonstandard test sites are shown in Figures 2 and 3 of Appendix A
of this chapter. Figure 2 illustrates a test site which is larger than a standard test site and is based upon a 60
foot (18.3 meters) distance between the microphone location point and the microphone target point. Figure
3 illustrates a test site which is smaller than a standard test site and is based upon a 35 foot (10.7 meters)
distance between the microphone location point and the microphone target point.

APPENDIX A

AFPPENDIX A

MICROPHONE
TARGET POINT

50 FT. {15.2M)
RADILUS CEMTERLINE DF

THE TRAVELLED

[P (aNE oF

THE HIGHWAY

50 FT, (152M)
RADIUS

MICROPHONE
LOCATION POINT

Figure 1
STANDARD TEST SITE;
HIGHWAY OPERATIONS

MICROPHONE
TARGET POINT

60 FT, [16.3M)
CENTERLINE OF
THE TRAVELLED
LANE OF

THE HIGWAY

MEASUREMENT
AREA e

B0 FT. {18.3M)
RADIUS

MICROPHONE
LOCATION FOINT

Figure 2
NON-STAMNDARD TEST SITE:
{60 FT (18.3M) DISTANCE BETWEEN
MICROPHONE LOCATION AND TARGET POINTS)

APPENDIX A (Continued)



APPENINX A {Continued)

COMBIMNATION
VEHICLE

. MICROPHONE

JSFT (10 TMp 7 TARGET POINT

LONGITUDINAL
CENTERLINE
OF THE VEHICLE

35 FT. EIIIJ.'HM
RADILIS

MICROPHONE
LOCATION POINT

Figuie 3
NON-STANDARD TEST SITE,
[35 FT.(10.7M) DISTANCE BETWEEN
MICROPHONE LOCATION AND TARGET POINTS)

No part of the information on this site may be reproduced for profit or sold for profit.

This material has been drawn directly from the official Pennsylvania Code full text database. Due to the limitations of HTML or differences in display capabilities of
different browsers, this version may differ slightly from the official printed version.



Amend Reading DCR Ordinance to:
1. Create Level 1 and Level 2 DCR

o Level 1 DCR - current regulations and add quality of life violations such as uncut
grass/weeds, failure to remove animal waste, indoor furniture outside, improper
trash set out, improper snow/ice removal, failure to comply with Animal regulations,
etc.

o Level 2 DCR - disruptive conduct resulting in a criminal violation/citation that would
be heard at the Magisterial District Judge or Court of Common Pleas level

o Two Level 1 DCR’s within a year requires eviction of tenant and revocation of
housing registration and/or non-renewal of housing registration

o One Level 2 DCR requires eviction of the tenant and revocation of housing
registration and/or non-renewal of housing registration
Note: Kutztown Level 2 DCR is applied regardless of the outcome of citation
hearing or process

2. Codes is required to maintain a list of occupants who have earned DCRs and publish
that list on the City’s website so landlords can review and rent to tenants without DCR
issues. Also list the properties that have had DCRs and/or Codes violations so tenants
can select properties without issues.

8. Maintenance of List of Disruptive Conduct Report Tenants and Occupants and Evicted
Occupants. The Codes Enforcement Office shall maintain a list of the names of all
occupants and tenants against whom a disruptive conduct report is issued as a result of
this Part. The Codes Enforcement Division shall also maintain a list of all occupants and
tenants evicted as a result of this Part. The names shall remain on the list for a period of

5 years. [Ord. 43-2008]

3. Request that Albright require students who have earned two level 1 DCRs or one Level
2 DCR to move back on campus for a one year period.

4. Restrict landlords who have had their housing permit revoked or denied from
transferring the property to a family member or under the veil of corporate ownership

H. Any discipline or enforcement action imposed under this chapter which is in any manner
related to violations of the Performance Codes shall be applicable to the premises in question
notwithstanding any change in the owner or its ownership of the premises. Any discipline or
enforcement action imposed under this chapter with respect to any premises for reasons other
than violation of any of the Performance Codes shall terminate, with respect to its applicability
to such premises, upon any conveyance and/or change in owner or its ownership of the
premises to a new owner, provided that:

(1) The new owner, if an individual, shall not be related to the existing owner by blood,
marriage, adoption or other decree of legal custody; and



(2) The new owner, if a legal entity (other than an individual), shall not be owned, wholly or
partially, by the existing owner.



READING DCR ORDINANCE

§11-106. Denial of Application for Rental Housing Permit.

A rental permit shall not be issued or renewed to any applicant if said rental unit, building or
dwelling is not in compliance with the City of Reading Codified Ordinances including, but not
limited to, International/ City of Reading Building Code [Chapter 5, Part 1B], Existing Building
Code [Chapter 5, Part 1C], Plumbing Code [Chapter 5, Part 2], Mechanical Code [Chapter 5,
Part 5], Electrical Code [Chapter 5, Part 4], Fire Code [Chapter 5, Part 3], and Residential Code
[Chapter 5, Part 8], Property Maintenance Code [Chapter 5, Part 6], Solid Waste and Recycling
Ordinance [Chapter 20, Part 1], Health Code [Chapter 10, Part 1] and Zoning Ordinance
[Chapter 27], or has failed an inspection, is in pending litigation for egregious violations of the
aforesaid Codified Ordinances or has been declared uninhabitable and/or condemned by the
appropriate authority with jurisdiction.

(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §1)

§11-107. Revocation of Rental Permit.

At the discretion of the issuing authority, the City of Reading, Codes Enforcement Division, the
municipality shall have the authority to revoke or suspend the rental housing permit of any
rental unit, building, rooming house, or dwelling that is uninhabitable by humans, is in
egregious noncompliance with the City of Reading Codified Ordinances including, but not
limited to, International/ City of Reading Building Code [Chapter 5, Part 1B], Existing Building
Code [Chapter 5, Part 1C], Plumbing Code [Chapter 5, Part 2], Mechanical Code [Chapter 5,
Part 5], Electrical Code [Chapter 5, Part 4], Fire Code [Chapter 5, Part 3], and Residential Code
[Chapter 5, Part 8], Property Maintenance Code [Chapter 5, Part 6], Solid Waste and Recycling
Ordinance [Chapter 20, Part 1], Health Code [Chapter 10, Part 1] and Zoning Ordinance
[Chapter 27], or has failed an inspection, is in pending litigation.

§11-114. Owner and Occupant Duties.

1. Owner's Duties.

A. It shall be the duty of every owner, operator, responsible agent or manager to keep
and maintain all rental units in compliance with all applicable codes and
provisions of all applicable State laws and regulations and local ordinances, and

to keep such property in good and safe condition and to be aware of, and to act to
eliminate disruptive conduct in such rental units.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct or operate or cause to be rented
either as owner, operator, responsible agent or manager any rental unit within the
City of Reading without having a rental registration or a rental license.

C. The owner, operator, responsible agent or manager shall include the amendment
attached hereto as the addendum to rental agreement in each lease of a rental unit
taking effect on or after May 1, 2007. Said amendment is hereby considered to be

a part of every lease of a rental unit in the City of Reading executed on or after

May 1, 2007.

HOUSING - RENTAL



11-16 Page Revised 12/29/2008

D. It shall be the responsibility of every owner, operator, responsible agent or
manager to employ policies and to manage the rental units under his/her control

in compliance with the provisions of this Part, City codes and applicable State

laws.

2. Occupant Duties.

A. The occupant(s) shall comply with all obligations imposed unto by this Part and
by the City of Reading Codified Ordinances including, but not limited to, Chapter

2, Animals, Chapter 3, Bicycles, Chapter 5, Code Enforcement, Part 6, Property
Maintenance Code, Chapter 6, Conduct, Chapter 10, Health and Safety, Chapter

15, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Chapter 20, Solid Waste, and Chapter 21, Streets

and Sidewalks, as well as all State laws and regulations.

B. The occupant(s) shall conduct themselves and require other persons including, but
not limited to, guests on the premises and within their rental unit with their

consent, to conduct themselves in a manner that will not disturb the peaceful
enjoyment of the premises by others and that will not disturb the peaceful

enjoyment of adjacent or nearby dwellings by people occupying the same.

C. The occupant(s) shall not engage in, nor tolerate, nor permit others on the premises
to cause damage to the rental unit or engage in disruptive conduct, or other
violations of this Part, City codes or applicable State laws.

D. Police officers or public officers shall investigate alleged incidents of disruptive
conduct. They shall complete a disruptive conduct report upon a finding that the
reported incident constitutes disruptive conduct as defined herein. The information
filed in said report shall include, if possible, the identity of the alleged

perpetrators of the disruptive conduct and all other obtainable information,

including the factual basis for the disruptive conduct described on the prescribed.
(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §1)

§11-115. Owners Severally Responsible.

If any regulated dwelling unit or rooming unit is owned by more than one person, in any form
of joint tenancy, as a partnership, corporation or otherwise, each persons shall be jointly and
severally responsible for the duties imposed under the terms of this Part and shall be severally
subject to prosecution for the violation of this Part.

§11-120. Denial or Nonrenewal of a Rental Permit for Failure to Comply with Application,
Chapter and/or Failure to Pass Inspection.

1. Timing. A decision to deny or not renew an application for a rental permit for the
reasons set forth herein shall be made within 15 working days of receipt of the
application with payment of appropriate fee as indicated on the time stamp by the Codes
Enforcement Division. This time period shall be extended to 15 working days after
performance of an inspection where an inspection is required.

2. Basis for Denial or Nonrenewal under this Part.

A. A rental permit shall be denied and/or nonrenewed upon failure of the owner to
comply with the application requirements set forth in this Part.

B. An application for an initial or renewed permit shall also be denied upon proof of
failure of owner or local responsible agent to comply with the requirements of this

Part including, but not limited to, the posting requirements, submission of tenant
listing, failure to appear for more than one schedule inspection, failure to appear



for a scheduled court hearing and noncompliance with owner's duties.

C. A rental permit shall not be issued or renewed upon the failure of dwelling unit

or rooming unit to pass an initial or a renewal inspection as required by §11-109(1)

and (2) of this Part.

D. A rental permit shall not be issued or renewed to any applicant if said rental unit,
building or dwelling is not in compliance with the City of Reading Codified
Ordinances including, but not limited to, International/ City of Reading Building

Code [Chapter 5, Part 1B], Existing Building Code [Chapter 5, Part 1C], Plumbing
Code [Chapter 5, Part 2], Mechanical Code [Chapter 5, Part 5], Electrical Code
[Chapter 5, Part 4], Fire Code [Chapter 5, Part 3], and Residential Code [Chapter

5, Part 8], Property Maintenance Code [Chapter 5, Part 6], Solid Waste and

Recycling Ordinance [Chapter 20, Part 1], Health Code [Chapter 10, Part 1] and
Zoning Ordinance [Chapter 27], or has failed an inspection, is in pending litigation

for violations of the aforesaid Codified Ordinances or has been declared unfit for
human habitation and/or condemned by appropriate authority with jurisdiction

or an owner or his/her local responsible agent fails to appear in court for a hearing
regarding a violation of the aforesaid Codes of the City of Reading.

[Ord. 55-2008]

3. Notice. Notification of the decision to deny or not renew an application for an initial or
renewal of a rental permit shall be issued by the Codes Enforcement Division Manager
or his/her designee within 15 working days of receipt of the application. The notification
shall specify the reason for denial or refusal to renew an application for a rental permit
citing the requirement therefor. Said notice shall be in accord with the requirements
therefor of this Part. [Ord. 55-2008]

4. Right to Cure. At the discretion of the Codes Enforcement Manager or his/her designee
notification of the denial or nonrenewal of a rental permit may provide the owner an
opportunity to cure the basis for the denial or nonrenewal. If said opportunity is
provided, the notification must specify the time period provided for curing of the basis
for the denial or refusal to renew a rental permit. Upon failure of the owner or local
responsible agent to cure the basis for the denial within the time period given, the
decision of the Codes Enforcement Division Manager or his/her designee to deny or not
renew a rental permit shall stand and the sole recourse shall be an appeal. Nothing in this
Section is to interpreted to override the requirements and right to resolve failure to pass
inspection as required above as part of the initial and renewal inspection process. [Ord.
55-2008]

5. Appeal. The denial of an initial or renewal application for a rental permit for the reasons
set forth above may be appealed to the Housing Board of Appeals by submission of such
a request with payment of the appropriate fee made in writing to the Manager of the
Codes Enforcement Division within 10 days of receipt of notification of such denial. [Ord.
55-2008]

(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §1; as amended by Ord. 55-2008, 9/22/2008, §1; and by Ord. 65-2008,
10/13/2008, §1)

§11-121. Suspension or Revocation of Rental Permit.
1. Warning Notice Required Prior to Suspension of Rental Permit.
A. Prior to suspension or revocation of a rental license, the Code Official shall provide



written notice of violation to the owner of any dwelling unit or rooming unit.

B. The written notice of violation shall inform the owner of the rental property,
dwelling unit or rooming unit and the owner's responsible local agent that a
written correction plan shall be submitted to the Code Official within 5 days after
receipt of the notice of violation. Failure to submit an acceptable correction plan
will result in suspension or revocation of all applicable housing permits.

C. The notice of violation shall inform the owner of the rental property, dwelling unit
or rooming unit that the owner may request an informal meeting with the Code
Official to discuss the violations within 5 days of the receipt of the notice of
violations. Owners requesting a meeting may request that the owner's responsible
local agent represent the owner and act on the owner's behalf.

D. This subsection shall be issued in conjunction with and not in lieu of the requisite
notices of violations regarding under City of Reading Codes including, but not
limited to, the Property Maintenance Code [Chapter 5, Part 6].

E. The notice of violation/warning and notice of suspension or revocation shall be

served in accord with the official notice requirements set forth in this Part.
Additionally such notices shall be also be served via certified mail return receipt
requested with date of receipt determined by date of execution of return receipt.
Provided, that should the certified mail be returned as unclaimed and first class
mail issued in conjunction with the certified mail not be returned there will be a
rebuttable presumption that but for the recipient's refusal of the certified mail,
notice was received within five mail (Monday - Saturday) days of date of mailing.
F. Form. A notice of a violation shall be in accordance with all of the following;:

(1) Be in writing,.

(2) Include a description of the real estate sufficient for identification.

(3) Include a statement of the violation or violations and why the notice is being
issued.

(4) Include a statement of the requirement that a correction or rehab plan be
submitted within the time provided for in this Part.

(5) Inform the property owner of the right to request a meeting to discuss the
notice.

2. Suspension or Revocation Procedures.

A. The Code Official shall notify the owner of the suspension or revocation of a rental
license for a dwelling unit or rooming unit by written notice sent by first class mail
and certified mail or delivered in person should the certified mail be returned as
unclaimed and first class mail issued in conjunction with the certified mail not be
returned there will be a rebuttable presumption that but for the recipient's refusal
of the certified mail notice was received within five mail (Monday - Saturday) days
of date of mailing. The notice shall advise the owner of the property address of the
dwelling unit or rooming unit, the effective dates of the suspension or revocation,
the reason for the suspension or revocation, the effect of the suspension or
revocation, penalties that can be imposed for violation of the suspension and
appeal rights and procedures.

B. The Code Official shall set forth the effective date of the suspension or revocation
in such manner so that suspension or revocation commences on the first day
following expiration of the 10 days to file an appeal of the Code Official's
determination.



C. No rental permit shall be renewed for 6 months for the first suspension or
revocation and 12 months for each subsequent suspension or revocation within a
5-year period beginning on the effective date of the suspension or revocation.
D. During the time a rental license is suspended or revoked, if any additional

violations occur against the dwelling unit or rooming unit, the rental license

suspension or revocation may be extended up to an additional 12 months.

3. Effect of Suspension. Upon the commencement of suspension or revocation, the
dwelling unit or rooming unit shall be secured by the owner, and no person, firm, or
corporation shall operate or rent/ lease to another for residential occupancy any dwelling
unit or rooming unit during such time that the rental license for such unit is suspended
or revoked. The transfer of the ownership of a rental property by an owner to an entity
in which such owner holds an ownership or equity interest will not void the existing
violations relating to such rental property or void any existing suspension or revocation
relating to such rental property. [Ord. 55-2008]

4. Defense. When tenants and/or occupants are culpable for violations resulting in a
suspension notice, the owner may request reinstatement of the housing permit upon
eviction of the tenants, provided the owner is current with submission of tenant listings
as required by this Part.

5. Appeal Procedure for Suspension or Revocation Initiated by the Code Official. An
appeal of a suspension or revocation of a rental permit shall be made by submitting the
appropriate fee and a request for an appeal to the Housing Board of Appeal in writing
to the Manager of Codes Enforcement Division within 10 days of receipt of the notice of
suspension or revocation.

6. Basis for Suspension or Revocation. A rental permit shall be suspended or revoked at
the discretion of the Manager of the Codes Enforcement Division or his/her designee if
egregious, severe, life-threatening, health and welfare or repetitive, continued violations
of the offenses set forth in subsection (7) exist at the dwelling unit or rooming unit
without any attempt to cure or remedy the problem or submission of a timely rehab plan
and lack of response to notices of violations issued by the appropriate authority.

7. Offenses. For purposes of this Part, offenses are those as set forth, but not limited to, the
following ordinances or statutes:

A. Occupancy. Refers to regulations relating to occupancy of rooming units, dwelling
units and dwellings as contained in Chapter 5 (Code Enforcement) and Chapter

27 (Zoning) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Reading.

B. Refuse. Refers to regulations relating to garbage, rubbish and refuse, under the City

of Reading Codified Ordinances including, but not limited to, the Property
Maintenance Code, Chapter 5, Health Code, Chapter 10 and Solid Waste and

Recycling Ordinance, Chapter 20.

C. Property Maintenance (Interior and Exterior). Refers to regulations as governed by the
City of Reading Property Maintenance Code in Chapter 5 of the City of Reading
Codified Ordinances.

D. Sidewalks. Refers to regulations relating to snow and ice removal contained in the
Streets and Sidewalks, Chapter 21 of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances.

E. Noise. Refers to regulations relating to Noise Disturbance, and Conduct, Chapter
6 of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances.

E. Vegetation. Refers to regulations relating to Brush, Grass and Weeds, per the City
of Reading Codified Ordinances including, but not limited to, the Property



Maintenance Code, Chapter 5, and Health Code, Chapter 10.

G. Disorderly Conduct. Refers to enforcement by the City of Reading Police Department
of §5503, Crimes Code, Act of Dec. 6, 1972, P.L. 1482, No. 334, 18 Pa.C.S.A.

§5503, and Chapter 6, Conduct, of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances.

H. Dogs. Refers to regulations relating to Animals and Health under Chapters 2 and

10 of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances.

L. Fire Prevention Code. Refers to regulations to the City of Reading Fire Prevention
Code as provided for in Chapter 5, Code Enforcement, and Chapter 7, Fire

Prevention and Protection, of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances.

J. Zoning violations and related offenses per Chapter 27 of the City of Reading
Codified Ordinances.

K. Violation of Chapter 5 of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances regarding Code
Enforcement including, but not limited to, the City of Reading Building Code

[Chapter 5, Part 1B], Existing Building Code [Chapter 5, Part 1C], Plumbing Code
[Chapter 5, Part 2], Mechanical Code [Chapter 5, Part 5], Electrical Code [Chapter

5, Part 4], Fire Code [Chapter 5, Part 3], and Residential Code [Chapter 5, Part 8].

L. Failure to appear in court and related offenses.

M. Any other offense that renders the dwelling, unit, or room inhabitable.

At the discretion of the issuing authority, the City of Reading Codes Enforcement
Division, the municipality shall have the authority to revoke or suspend the rental
housing permit of any rental unit, building, rooming house, or dwelling that is
uninhabitable by humans, is in egregious noncompliance with the City of Reading
Codified Ordinances including, but not limited to, International / City of Reading
Building Code [Chapter 5, Part 1B], Existing Building Code [Chapter 5, Part 1C],
Plumbing Code [Chapter 5, Part 1], Mechanical Code [Chapter 5, Part 5], Electrical Code
[Chapter 5, Part 4], Fire Code [Chapter 5, Part 3], and Residential Code [Chapter 5, Part
8], Property Maintenance Code [Chapter 5, Part 6], Solid Waste and Recycling Ordinance
[Chapter 20, Part 1], Health Code [Chapter 10, Part 1] and Zoning Ordinance [Chapter
27], or has failed an inspection, is in pending litigation for violations of the aforesaid
Codified Ordinances and/or has been condemned by the authority with jurisdiction

8. Immediate Suspension or Revocation. Placarding and condemning of a property per the
City of Reading Property Maintenance Code [Chapter 5, Part 6] shall result in immediate
suspension or revocation of a rental permit. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
Part, the permit shall be reinstated upon performance of an inspection, payment of the
appropriate fee for removal of the placard per the Property Maintenance Code [Chapter
5, Part 6] and submission with the appropriate fee and approval of an application for a
rental permit.

9. Suspension and Disruptive Conduct. Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted to
preclude enforcement under the disruptive conduct Section [§11-123] set forth herein.

10. Reinstatement of Rental Permit Subsequent to Suspension or Revocation. To obtain
reinstatement of a rental permit subsequent to a suspension or revocation and period
therefor, an owner must resubmit an application and undergoing the process for an
initial application including, but not limited to, undergoing an inspection and payment
of the appropriate fee.

11. Notice.

A. Form. A notice of a suspension or revocation of a rental permit shall set forth the
information required herein and be in a form accordance with all of the following;:



(1) Be in writing,.

(2) Include a description of the real estate sufficient for identification.

(3) Include a statement of the violation or violations and why the permit is

being suspended or revoked.

(4) The time period for the suspension or revocation of the permit.

(5) Inform the property owner of the right to appeal.

(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §1; as amended by Ord. 55-2008, 9/22/2008, §1; and by Ord. 65-2008,
10/13/2008, §1)

§11-122. Violation and Penalties.

1. Violations. It shall be unlawful for any person, as either owner or local responsible agent
of a rental dwelling unit or rooming unit for [which] a rental permit is required, to

operate without a valid, current permit issued by the City of Reading authorizing such
action. It shall also be unlawful for any person, either owner or local responsible agent,

to allow the number of occupants of dwelling unit or rooming unit to exceed the
maximum limit as set forth on the license or to violate any other provision of this Part,
including, but not limited to, failure to timely submit a tenant listing and renew a rental

permit. Further, it shall be unlawful for any occupant to violate this Part.

2. Prosecution of Violation. If the above violations are not corrected, the Manager of the
Codes Enforcement Division or his/her designee or code official shall institute the
appropriate proceeding at law or in equity, to restrain, correct or abate such violation, or
to require the removal or termination of the unlawful occupancy of the structure in
violation of the provisions of this Code or of the order or direction made pursuant
thereto. Any action taken by the authority having jurisdiction on such premises shall be
charged against the real estate upon which the structure is located and shall be a lien
upon such real estate. Notwithstanding the above, nothing will prevent the Manager of
Codes Enforcement Division or his/her designee or code official from commencing a
summary offense criminal action via the issuance of a nontraffic citation in accord with
the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedures in the court of appropriate jurisdiction
and the violation shall be deemed a strict liability offense.

3. Collections. All bills or accounts governed by this Part which are not paid by May 1 of
each year or within 60 days of application from date of application/original date of
billing shall be turned over to a collection agency for receipt.

4. Penalties. Any person who shall violate any provision of this Part shall, upon conviction
thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $75 and not more than $500 plus costs
and restitution. In default of payment of said fine and costs to a term of imprisonment
of not more than 90 days. Each day that violation of this Part continues or each Section
of this Part which shall be found to have been violated shall constitute a separate offense.
Such penalties shall be exclusive of the doubling of the permit fee for untimely payment
and submission thereof to collections as well as suspension or revocation of permit for
failure to pay.

5. Nonexclusive Remedies. The penalty and collection provisions of this Section and the
license nonrenewal, suspension and revocation procedures provided in this Part shall be
independent, nonmutually exclusive separate remedies, all of which shall be available
to the City of Reading as may be deemed appropriate for carrying out the purposes of
this Part. The remedies and procedures provided in this Part for violation hereof are not
intended to supplant or replace to any degree the remedies and procedures available to
the City in the case of a violation of any other City of Reading Code or Codified



Ordinances, whether or not such other code or ordinance is referenced in this Part and
whether or not an ongoing violation of such other code or ordinance is cited as the
underlying ground for a finding of a violation of this Part.

(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §1)

§11-123. Disruptive Conduct.

1. Investigation and Report of Disruptive Conduct. Police officers or public officers shall
investigate alleged incidents of disruptive conduct. They shall complete a disruptive
conduct report upon a finding that the reported incident constitutes disruptive

as defined herein. The information filed in said report shall include, if possible, the
identity of the alleged perpetrators of the disruptive conduct and all other obtainable
information, including the factual basis for the disruptive conduct described on the
prescribed form. A copy of the disruptive conduct report shall be given or mailed to the
occupant and mailed to the owner and local responsible agent within 10 working days

of the occurrence of the alleged disruptive conduct.

2. Appeals. The occupant, owner or local responsible agent shall have 10 working days
from the date of receipt of a disruptive conduct report to appeal the contents of said
disruptive conduct report. The appeal shall be made in writing and submitted to the
Manager of the Codes Enforcement Division. An appeal of the second disruptive conduct
report within a 12-month period shall stop the eviction proceedings against the
occupants until the appeal is resolved, only if the eviction proceedings were a direct
result of the second disruptive conduct report. [Ord. 43-2008]

3. Eviction. After two disruptive conduct incidents in any 12-month period by an occupant
documented by disruptive conduct reports, the owner or local responsible agent shall
have 10 working days from the date of his/her receiving the notice to begin eviction
proceedings against the occupants. The owner or local responsible agent shall diligently
pursue the eviction of the occupants as required herein. Diligent pursuit of the eviction
of said occupants shall include, but not be limited to, prosecution of the eviction
proceeding, participation with follow through any appeal and obtain possession of the
property. This subsection is not intended to limit or inhibit the owner or local responsible
agent's right to initiate eviction actions prior to the second disruptive conduct incident.
[Ord. 43-2008]

4. Suspension or Revocation of Rental Permit. Failure of an owner or local responsible
agent to take action required in subsection (3) above will result in the commencement of
the process to suspend a rental permit per the process established herein, notwithstanding
any other requirements therefor.

5. Reinstatement of Rental Permit. The rental unit involved shall not have its rental permit
reinstated until the reinstatement fee is paid and the disruptive occupants have been
evicted, the Housing Board of Appeals has ruled in the occupant's favor, the Housing
Board of Appeals has ruled in the owner's favor but has not ordered the eviction of the
occupant(s), or the occupants have filed an appeal to a higher court thereby preventing
their eviction. Notwithstanding this subsection, if there are violations assessed against
the owner per the provisions of this Part which require suspension or revocation, a rental
permit shall not be reinstated until compliance with the requirements therefor have
occurred. [Ord. 55-2008]

6. Reoccupation. The disruptive occupants, upon eviction, shall not re-occupy any rental
unit on the same premises involved for a period of at least 1 year from date of eviction.

7. Report Against All Occupants. The content of the disruptive conduct report shall count



against all occupants of the rental unit. The content of the disruptive conduct report shall

not count against all occupants of the rental unit if the complaint is initiated by one of the
rental unit occupants. More than one disruptive conduct report filed against the
occupants of a rental unit in a 24-hour period shall count as a single disruptive conduct
report for the purpose of the preceding subsection. [Ord. 43-2008]

8. Maintenance of List of Disruptive Conduct Report Tenants and Occupants and Evicted
Occupants. The Codes Enforcement Office shall maintain a list of the names of all
occupants and tenants against whom a disruptive conduct report is issued as a result of
this Part. The Codes Enforcement Division shall also maintain a list of all occupants and
tenants evicted as a result of this Part. The names shall remain on the list for a period of

5 years. [Ord. 43-2008]

9. Appeals. Any person aggrieved by any decision of a police officer or public officer in
regard to a disruptive conduct report or the revocation of a rental permit resulting
therefrom may appeal to the Housing Board of Appeals. Such appeal must be filed with
the appropriate fee with the Manager of the Codes Enforcement Division in writing,
within 10 working days from the date of receipt of the disruptive conduct report or notice
of revocation.

(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §1; as amended by Ord. 43-2008, 8/25/2008, §§1 and 2; by Ord. 55-
2008, 9/22/2008, §1; and by Ord. 65-2008,10/13/2008, §1)

§11-124. Housing Board of Appeals.

1. Appeals. Any person aggrieved by any decision of a police officer or public officer in
regard to a disruptive conduct report or the suspension, nonrenewal, denial or revocation
of a rental permit may appeal to the Housing Board of Appeals. Such appeal must be
tiled, in writing, with the Manager of the Codes Enforcement Division, with the
appropriate filing fee within 10 working days from the date of receipt of the disruptive
conduct report or notice of revocation. [Ord. 43-2008]

2. Organization.

A. Membership. The Housing Board of Appeals shall be a body of seven members
consisting of: the Managing Director or his/her designee who shall serve as

Chairperson; a Councilperson, Codes Enforcement Division Manager or their

designee; the Chief of Police or his/her designee; an owner or local responsible

agent of a rental unit(s) in Reading; an occupant of a rental unit residing in the City

of Reading; and a member of a community group recognized by the City of

Reading.

B. Alternates. There shall be three alternate members: an owner or local responsible
agent, an occupant of a rental unit residing in the City of Reading and a member

of a community group recognized by the City of Reading.

C. Appointment. All members of the Board shall be appointed by the Mayor with the

advice and consent of the Council of the City of Reading, with the exception of the
Council Member, who shall be appointed by the Council President.

D. Term. A member or alternate member shall serve a term of not more than 3 years
from the time of appointment or reappointment or until his/her successor shall
take office. Members and alternates of the initial board shall be appointed to
staggered terms of 1, 2 and 3 years.

E. Powers of Designee and Alternates. Designees and alternate members may be
requested to attend meetings in absence of a regular member and shall have all the
powers of a regular member at such meetings.



F. Oaths and Subpoenas. The Board shall have power to administer oaths and issue
subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of relevant
documents and papers, including witnesses and documents requested by the
parties. [Ord. 43-2008]

G. Quorum and Majority Vote. Four members shall constitute a quorum of the
Board. A majority vote of the members of the quorum of the Board shall prevail.
A tie vote shall be deemed as a denial of the appeal. [Ord. 43-2008]

3. Powers. The Board shall have the following powers:

A. Promulgate Rules and Regulations. To adopt and administer the rules of
procedure regarding its organization, officers (except the Chairperson), times and
places of meetings, conduct of meetings and other legal procedures relating to the
hearing and determination of appeals and other matters within the Board's
jurisdiction.

B. Hear and Decide Appeals. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is
error in any order, requirement, decision or determination made by the police
officer or public officer in the enforcement of the provisions of this Part.

C. Grant Modification or Variance. To modify any notice of violation or order and
to authorize a variance from the terms of this code when because of special
circumstances, undue hardship would result from literal enforcement, and where
such variance substantially complies with the spirit and intent of the Code.

D. Grant Extension of Time. To grant a reasonable extension of time for the
compliance, as described in the City's Property Maintenance Code [Chapter 5, Part
6] and other applicable sections of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances of any
order where there is a demonstrated case of hardship and evidence of bona fide
intent to comply within a reasonable time period.

E. Timeliness. In exercising the above-mentioned powers, the Board shall act with
reasonable promptness and seek to prevent unwarranted delays prejudicial to the

party involved and to the public interest; provided, however, that the Board shall

file its decision within 10 working days after the appeal hearing.

F. Oaths and Subpoenas. The Board shall have power to administer oaths and issue
subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of relevant
documents and papers, including witnesses and documents requested by parties.

[Ord. 43-2008]

G. Authority. The Board may reverse or affirm wholly or partly, or may modify the
order, requirement, decision or determination appealed from and may make such
order, requirement, decision or determination as justice would require, and, to that

end, shall have all the powers of the police officer or public officer; provided,

however, that the Housing Board of Appeals, in its determination, shall be bound

by this Part and shall not ignore the clear provisions and intent of this Part. [Ord.
43-2008]

4. Records Open to Inspection. The disruptive conduct report and all records of all
proceedings and the final disposition of the matter outlined in the appeal shall be public
and available for inspection; provided, however, that the police officer or public officer
may prescribe reasonable regulation regarding the time and manner of inspection.

5. Affect of Appeals. Any decision or order issued under, per and in accord with this Part,
shall be held in abeyance upon the timely filing of an appeal thereof with the Housing
Board of Appeals. Said abeyance shall include, but not be limited to, revocation,



suspension, denial or nonrenewal of a rental permit until the appeal is resolved. An
appeal of the two disruptive conduct reports within a 12-month period shall stop the
eviction proceedings against the occupants until the appeal is resolved, only if the
eviction proceedings were a direct result of the second disruptive conduct report. [Ord.
43-2008]

6. Enforcement upon Resolution of Appeal of Housing Board. If this appeal is of a second
disruptive conduct report and the decision of the police officer or public officer has been
affirmed, within 10 working days and time for compliance as required by the decision
of the Housing Board of Appeals, the public officer shall reinspect to determine
compliance as to whether the occupant has voluntarily moved from the premises or the
owner has initiated eviction proceedings.

If, when so required by a second disruptive conduct report, the occupant has not
voluntarily moved or the owner has not initiated eviction proceedings, and for
compliance as required by the decision of the Board has expired, the public officer shall
institute revocation of the rental permit per the provisions set forth in this Part.

[Ord. 43-2008]

7. Fee and Costs. The fee for filing of an appeal to the Housing Board of Appeals shall be
$75. Failure to submit the appropriate fee with the request for an appeal shall result in
automatic denial of the appeal. In addition to said fee, the Appellant shall be responsible

for all costs incurred to conduct a hearing beyond that covered by the fee. [Ord. 43-2008]

(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §81, 2; as amended by Ord. 43-2008, 8/22/2008, §§1 and 2; and by

Ord. 65-2008,10/13/2008, §1)

§11-125. Appeal to Court of Common Pleas.

Any person, including the police officer or public officer for the City, aggrieved by any decision
of the Housing Board of Appeals, may appeal to the Court of Common Pleas of Berks County.
Such appeal shall be made by a duly verified petition in accord with the Pennsylvania Rules

of Civil Procedure and shall set forth the factual and legal basis upon which the decision of the
Board is alleged to be incorrect or illegal, in whole or in part. Said petition shall be filed with
the Court of Common Pleas within 30 days after service of the decision. Notice of the appeal
shall be served upon all parties to the appeal before the Housing Board of Appeals, including
the Board and City of Reading, at the time of its filing. An appeal to the Court of Common Pleas
of a decision of the Housing Board of Appeals shall not hold automatically stay enforcement

of the Board's decision.

(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §1; as amended by Ord. 43-2008, 8/22/2008, §1; and by Ord. 65-2008,
10/13/2008, §1)

§11-126. Share Information.

The City of Reading Codes Enforcement Division is authorized to share any and all information
obtained under this Code with other Departments and Divisions of the City of Reading.

(Ord. 28-2007,7/23/2007, §1)

§11-127. Compliance with Other City of Reading Ordinances

Every owner of every dwelling, in addition to the provisions set forth herein, shall comply with
the provisions (sections) of all other applicable City Ordinances including, but not limited to,
the International/ City of Reading Building Code [Chapter 5, Part 1B], Existing Building Code
[Chapter 5, Part 1C], Plumbing Code [Chapter 5, Part 2], Mechanical Code [Chapter 5, Part 5],
Electrical Code [Chapter 5, Part 4], Fire Code [Chapter 5, Part 3], and Residential Code [Chapter
5, Part 8], Property Maintenance Code [Chapter 5, Part 6], Solid Waste and Recycling Ordinance
[Chapter 20, Part 1], Health Code [Chapter 10, Part 1], and Zoning Ordinance [Chapter 27].



KUTZTOWN DCR ORDINANCE

municipality.
§ 135-2. Definitions and word usage.

A. The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this
chapter:

AGENT
A person representing and acting on behalf of an owner.

APARTMENT
A dwelling unit occupied by one family and containing at least one bathroom and
separate eating and cooking facilities with bath.

BOARDINGHOUSE
A one-family dwelling occupied by the owner thereof (and his family, if applicable),
portions of which building the owner lets rooms for lodging.

CLOSED DCR
A closed DCR shall be a DCR as to which the owner or agent:

(1) With respect to a Level 1 DCR, responds by complying with the procedures
set forth in § 135-6E(3) of this chapter within 10 business days of receipt of a
written notice of a Level 1 DCR.

(2) With respect to a Level 2 DCR, responds by complying with the procedures
set forth in § 135-6E(4) of this chapter within 20 business days of receipt of a
written notice of a Level 2 DCR, and the Code Enforcement Officer has made a
determination that the remedial plan proposed by the owner or agent pursuant to
§ 135-6E(4) has been performed by the owner or agent in all material respects.
The owner or agent may request the Code Enforcement Officer to make such
determination at the time of approval of the remedial plan or at any time
thereafter. An owner or agent shall not be deemed to have failed to substantially
perform a remedial plan as a result of the refusal of any judicial authority to order
the eviction of any occupant, so long as the owner or agent has diligently pursued
any eviction proposed in the owner or agent's remedial plan by appropriate legal
proceedings to the Court of Common Pleas.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Any person specifically designated as such by the Council of the Borough of
Kutztown to enforce this chapter, and shall include the duly authorized
representatives of said Code Enforcement Officer.

COMMON AREA
Any open area within a structure shared by occupants or that the occupants have
the right to share, including, but not limited to, kitchens, bathrooms, living rooms,



dining rooms, attics, basements and any room used for parties, social events or the
congregation of people, excepting bedrooms.

DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT
Any form of conduct, action, incident or behavior perpetrated, caused or permitted
by any occupant or visitor of a regulated unit that is so loud, untimely (as to hour of
the day), offensive, riotous or that otherwise disturbs other persons of reasonable
sensibility in their peaceful enjoyment of their premises such that a report is made
to police and/or to the Code Enforcement Officer complaining of such conduct,
action, incident or behavior. It is not necessary that such conduct, action, incident
or behavior constitutes a criminal offense, nor that criminal charges be filed against
any person in order for a person to have perpetrated, caused or permitted the
commission of disruptive conduct, as defined herein; provided, however, that no
disruptive conduct shall be deemed to have occurred unless the Code
Enforcement Officer or police shall investigate and make a determination that such
did occur, and keep written records, including a disruptive conduct report, of such
occurrence.

DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT REPORT OR DCR
A Level 1 DCR and/or a Level 2 DCR, as the context may require.

DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT REPORT LEVEL 1 OR LEVEL 1 DCR
A written report of disruptive conduct on a form to be prescribed therefor, in
accordance with § 135-5 of this chapter, to be completed by the Code Enforcement
Officer or police officer, as the case may be, who actually investigates an alleged
incident of disruptive conduct and which shall be maintained by the Code
Enforcement Officer. Disruptive conduct reports shall be separate from any other
action taken by the police and shall be considered public documents. A DCR shall
be deemed a Level 1 DCR when no criminal citation or prosecution is issued in
response to the disruptive conduct and other legal action in the judicial system is
not pursued by the Borough Police Department or Code Enforcement Officer.

DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT REPORT LEVEL 2 OR LEVEL 2 DCR
A written report of disruptive conduct on a form to be prescribed therefor, in
accordance with § 135-5 of this chapter, to be completed by the police officer who
actually investigates an alleged incident of disruptive conduct and which shall be
maintained by the Code Enforcement Officer. A DCR shall be deemed a Level 2
DCR when the disruptive conduct results in the issuance of an actual criminal
citation, a criminal offense is actually charged or other legal action is pursued in the
judicial system by the police or Code Enforcement Officer. A Level 2 DCR may
also be issued by the Code Enforcement Officer as provided in §§ 135-7C and
135-6E(3) of this chapter. Level 2 DCR's shall be those DCR's in which owner and
occupants shall accrue penalties, if applicable, under this chapter.

DWELLING
Any building or structure (except temporary housing) which is wholly or partly used
or intended to be used for living or sleeping by human occupants.

DWELLING UNIT
Any group of rooms located within a dwelling and forming a single habitable unit
with facilities which are used or intended to be used for living or sleeping.

FAMILY
As used in this chapter, the term "family" shall be defined as:



(1) One or more persons related by blood, marriage, adoption or other decree of
legal custody living together as a single housekeeping unit and using cooking
facilities and certain rooms in common;

(2) Not more than three persons unrelated, as set forth in Subsection (1) above,
living together as a single housekeeping unit and using cooking facilities and
certain rooms in common; provided, however, that no related dependent of such
unrelated persons shall be counted in determining the number of unrelated
persons living together; or

(3) More than three unrelated handicapped persons living permanently together
as a single housekeeping unit and using cooking facilities and certain rooms in
common; provided, however, that such persons shall be under the supervision of
a nonhandicapped resident of the dwelling and provided, further, that the dwelling
is owned and operated by a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation

135-6. Responsibilities of owner and agents.

A. Whosoever, as owner or agent, lets or holds out to let any unit subject to the
provisions of this chapter shall supply the Code Enforcement Officer with the following
information:

(1) The street address and mailing address (if different from the street address) of
each such unit.

(2) The number of units for let in any dwelling, rooming house or boardinghouse,
which number shall in no event exceed the number of such units provided for on the
housing license issued to the owner or agent on behalf of the owner.

(3) The name of each person occupying each such unit.
(4) The period of time for which the unit is let.

B. Such information shall be supplied to the Code Enforcement Officer annually in
writing, in such form as may be prescribed in accordance with § 135-5 of this chapter.
Such information pertaining to any unit shall also be supplied in writing to the Code
Enforcement Officer, in such form as may be prescribed in accordance with § 135-9 of
this chapter, within 10 days after the occupancy of any such unit changes.

C. The owner of any unit required to obtain a housing license pursuant to the
requirements of this chapter shall designate a person to serve as the owner's agent.
The owner or agent shall be legally responsible for operating each unit in compliance
with all provisions of this chapter and the Performance Codes, the housing license
issued relating to the maximum number of persons that may occupy such regulated
unit and all other provisions of this chapter. The agent shall reside either within such
premises where the regulated unit is located or within a five-mile radius thereof. The
owner of the regulated unit may also serve as the agent if such owner resides within
the premises where the regulated unit is located or within a five-mile radius of the



territorial boundary of the Borough of Kutztown or if such owner resides more than five
miles from the territorial boundary of the Borough of Kutztown but has a place of
business within the Borough of Kutztown and is present at the place of business during
normal business hours. For purposes of this section, "normal business hours" shall
mean the period of time commencing at 9:00 a.m. and continuing through and including
5:00 p.m., prevailing time, Monday through Friday, except legal holidays, throughout
the calendar year. In the absence of the owner, the agent shall be responsible for
providing access to such regulated unit so as to permit the Code Enforcement Officer
to make inspections thereof. The agent shall be an individual not less than 18 years of
age. The name, address and phone numbers of the owner or agent shall be posted in a
conspicuous place within the regulated unit.

D. The owner of any regulated unit shall, within 10 days of becoming such owner and
thereafter annually, furnish in writing the following information to the occupants and to
the Code Enforcement Officer:

(1) The name, home and business addresses and home and business phone
numbers of each owner.

(2) The name, home and business addresses and home and business phone
numbers of the agent.

E. Regulation of occupant conduct and activities.

(1) The owner or agent of any regulated unit shall be responsible for assuring that
the conduct and activities of the occupants of every regulated unit which the owner or
agent owns in the Borough of Kutztown, which conduct or activity takes place at such
regulated unit or its premises, is in compliance with this chapter. In order to achieve
those ends, every owner or agent of a regulated unit shall take appropriate
contractual and enforcement action to cause the conduct and activities of the
occupants thereof to comply with this chapter.

(2) Where an owner or agent does not manage the use of common areas of the
premises and the behavior of occupants and guests in the common areas by
appropriate contractual and enforcement action, the owner or agent shall be directly
responsible for the behavior of occupants and guests in common areas of the
premises as if the owner or agent were an occupant.

(3) Within 10 business days after the receipt of written notice from the Code
Enforcement Officer that a Level 1 DCR has been issued as a result of an occupant
of a regulated unit having violated a provision of this chapter, the owner or agent
shall notify the occupants of the regulated unit of the issuance of the Level 1 DCR
and its contents, utilizing a form letter provided with such written notice, such form
letter to be in such form as is approved in accordance with § 135-5 of this chapter. A
copy of such form letter issued by the owner or agent to the occupants shall be
delivered to the Code Enforcement Officer within such 10 business day period.
Failure by the owner or agent to comply with the foregoing provisions of this § 135-



6E(3) shall constitute sufficient grounds for the issuance to the owner or agent by the
Code Enforcement Officer of a Level 2 DCR.

(4) Remedial plan.

(a) Within 20 business days after the receipt of a written notice from the Code
Enforcement Officer that a Level 2 DCR has been issued as a result of an
occupant or owner or agent of a regulated unit having violated a provision of this
chapter, the owner or agent shall file with the Code Enforcement Officer a remedial
plan, on such form as is approved in accordance with § 135-5 of this chapter,
which shall, at a minimum, state the following:

[1] Set forth what action the owner or agent has taken to remedy the violation;

[2] What steps the owner or agent has taken to prevent a reoccurrence of the
violation; and

[3] Set forth specific steps the owner or agent will take in the future if the violation
reoccurs.

(b) The Code Enforcement Officer shall review the report, and, if the Code
Enforcement Officer determines that adequate steps have been taken or are
proposed to be taken and the remedial plan is adequate to address future
violations, the Code Enforcement Officer shall, within 10 business days after
receipt of the remedial plan, approve the remedial plan or reject the remedial plan
and issue written notice thereof to the owner or agent. The owner or agent shall, on
his or her initiative, enforce the remedial plan. Failure to enforce the remedial plan
diligently shall be a violation of this chapter. If the Code Enforcement Officer
determines that the remedial plan should not be approved and rejects the remedial
plan, written notice thereof shall be issued to the owner or agent, and within 10
business days of receiving such notice the owner or agent shall refile a remedial
plan which addresses the deficiencies found by the Code Enforcement Officer. The
owner or agent may appeal the Code Enforcement Officer's rejection of the
remedial plan to the Housing License Appeals Board.

(5) This section shall not be construed as diminishing or relieving, in any way, the
responsibility of the occupants, responsible parties and/or their guests for their
conduct or activity, nor shall it be construed as an assignment, transfer or projection
over or onto any owner or agent of any responsibility of the occupants, any
responsible parties or their guests for their conduct or activity, nor shall it be
construed as an assignment, transfer or projection over or onto any owner or agent
of any responsibility or liability which occupants or their guests may have as a result
of their conduct or activity under any private cause of action, civil or criminal
enforcement proceeding or criminal law; nor shall this section be construed so as to
require an owner or agent to indemnify or defend the occupants, any responsible
party or their guests when any such action or proceeding is brought against the
occupant based upon the occupant's conduct or activity, nor to, in and of itself,
impose any liability for negligence based upon any act or omission of the owner or



agent. Nothing herein is intended to impose any additional civil/criminal liability upon
owner or agent other than that which is imposed by other laws or judicial decisions or
that which is imposed by this chapter. This section is not intended to, nor shall its
effect be, to limit any other enforcement remedies which may be available to the
Borough of Kutztown against an owner or agent, occupant or guest thereof.

F. Agreements for regulated units. Regulated units shall only be let pursuant to an
agreement or lease.

(1) All rental agreements and/or leases for the Rental of regulated units shall be in
writing and shall be supplemented with the addendum attached hereto as Appendix
A. Editor's Note: Appendix A is included at the end of this chapter. No oral agreements or
leases and no oral modifications of agreements or leases are permitted. All
information required to be given to occupants and responsible parties by the owner
or agent, pursuant to this chapter and/or the Pennsylvania Landlord and Tenant Act,
Editor's Note: See 68 P.S. § 250.101 et seq. shall be furnished before the signing of the
agreement or lease. The owner or agent shall provide the occupant and responsible
party with copies of the rental agreement or lease and addendum upon execution.
Appendix A shall not be submitted to the Borough of Kutztown unless requested
pursuant to § 135-6(F)(4) hereinbelow.

(2) The owner or agent and the occupant may include in a lease or rental agreement
terms and conditions not prohibited by this chapter or other applicable ordinances,
regulations and laws, including compensation, if applicable, term of the lease or
rental agreement and other provisions governing the rights and obligations of the
parties. Except as otherwise provided for in this chapter, no lease or rental
agreement may provide that the occupant or owner agrees to waive or forego rights
or remedies provided under this chapter. Any provision prohibited by this § 135-6F
included in a lease or rental agreement shall be void and unenforceable.

(3) Commencing with the effective date of this chapter, this chapter shall be available
for purchase in the Borough Code Office and may be made available by other
appropriate means, such as electronically at the Borough's website. Where a rental
agreement or lease has been entered into prior to the effective date of this chapter,
the owner or agent shall make the occupant aware of this chapter within 60 days
thereafter.

(4) The owner or agent shall secure a written acknowledgement from the occupant at
the time of signing the rental agreement or lease that the occupant has received the
information required by this chapter on a form approved in accordance with § 135-5
of this chapter and which shall contain an acknowledgement of receipt of the
information by the occupant and any responsible party. Upon request by the Code
Enforcement Officer, the owner or agent, within 10 business days of the request,
shall furnish to the Code Enforcement Officer copies of said acknowledgement
and/or copies of the rental agreement(s) or lease(s) the owner or agent has entered
into for regulated units.



G. The owner or agent shall ensure that the regulated unit and the premises upon
which the regulated unit is located comply at all times with the Performance Codes.

H. The owner or agent shall reply promptly to reasonable complaints and inquiries from
occupants.

|. The owner or agent shall comply with all provisions of the Landlord and Tenant Act of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

J. All notices served upon the owner or agent by the Code Enforcement Officer or the
Housing License Appeals Board shall be conspicuously posted by the owner or agent
within the unit to which the notice applies.

§ 135-7. Responsibilities of occupants; disruptive conduct.

A. Peaceful enjoyment. The occupants of a regulated unit shall each conduct
themselves and require other persons, including, but not limited to, guests on the
premises and within the regulated unit with the occupant's consent and consistent with
agreements and leases in effect, to conduct themselves in a manner that will not
disturb the peaceful enjoyment of the premises by others, and that will not disturb the
peaceful enjoyment of adjacent or nearby premises by the persons occupying the
same.

B. lllegal activities. The occupant shall not engage in, nor tolerate nor permit others on
the premises to engage in, any conduct declared illegal under the Pennsylvania Crimes
Code (18 Pa. C.S.A. § 101 et seq.) or Liquor Code (47 P.S. § 1-101 et seq.) or the
Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act (35 P.S. § 780-101 et seq.).

C. Disruptive conduct. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any occupant or any
other person to engage in disruptive conduct, as defined in this chapter, on the
premises of a regulated unit. When police or the Code Enforcement Officer investigate
an alleged incident of disruptive conduct occurring in or about a regulated unit, the
investigating officer shall complete a disruptive conduct report upon a finding that the
reported incident did, in his or her judgment, constitute disruptive conduct as defined in
this chapter. Each disruptive conduct report shall be conspicuously marked by the
investigating officer to indicate whether it is a Level 1 DCR or a Level 2 DCR. The
information filled in on said report shall include, to the extent possible, the identity or
identities of the alleged perpetrator(s) of the disruptive conduct and all other obtainable
information, including the factual basis for the disruptive conduct, as requested on the
prescribed form. Where the police make such investigation, said police officer shall
then submit the completed disruptive conduct report to the Code Enforcement Officer.
A Level 2 DCR may also be issued by the Code Enforcement Officer for the reasons
set forth in § 135-6E(3) of this chapter. In all cases, the Code Enforcement Officer shall
mail a copy of the disruptive conduct report to the owner or agent of the regulated unit
in question within five business days of the occurrence of the allege disruptive conduct,
notwithstanding whether the person making the investigation on behalf of the Borough
of Kutztown is the Code Enforcement Officer or the police. The Code Enforcement



Officer may also mail a copy of the disruptive conduct report to other appropriate
parties.

D. In addition to all obligations imposed upon occupants by this chapter, occupants of
regulated units shall comply with all other applicable codes and ordinances of the
Borough of Kutztown and all other applicable laws of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and the United States of America.

E. The occupant of a regulated unit shall comply with all lawful provisions of the rental
agreement and/or lease entered into between owner or agent and occupant.

F. The occupant of a regulated unit shall not intentionally cause, nor permit nor tolerate
others to cause, damage to the premises. Conduct which results in damages to a
property may be considered a violation of this chapter and the Performance Codes and
may be subject to a disruptive conduct report.

G. The occupant of a regulated unit shall permit inspections of the premises by the
Code Enforcement Officer at reasonable times and upon reasonable notice.

H. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to remove or deface any notice,
placard or document required to be posted within a regulated unit, and it shall be
unlawful for any person to occupy the regulated unit unless all notices, placards and
documents are posted as required by this chapter.

§ 135-10. Violations and penalties.

A. Any person who violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter or any
order, notice, rule or regulation issued or made in connection herewith shall, upon conviction
thereof, pay a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $1,000 and, in default of the payment
thereof, shall undergo imprisonment in the Berks County Prison for a period not exceeding 30
days.

B. Every violation of this chapter shall constitute a separate offense, and each day such
violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. In the event that any regulated unit is
occupied by more than the maximum number of persons allowed by and listed on the housing
license issued in accordance with § 135-3 of this chapter, then each day of occupancy by each
such person in excess of such maximum number of occupants shall constitute a separate
offense under this chapter. It shall be a violation of this chapter to let a unit subject to
regulation under this chapter after nonrenewal, suspension and/or revocation of a housing
license pursuant to § 135-10C through F of this chapter.

C. Disciplinary actions. Subject to the procedure set forth in § 135-9A of this chapter, the Code
Enforcement Officer may initiate the disciplinary actions set forth in this § 135-10C against an
owner or agent with respect to a regulated unit for any of the reasons set forth in § 135-10D of
this chapter:

(1) Formal warning: the formal written notification of at least one violation of this chapter.
Upon satisfactory compliance with this chapter and any conditions imposed by the Code
Enforcement Officer and/or the Housing License Appeals Board, formal warnings shall be
removed when the owner applies for housing license renewal when required by this chapter.



(2) Nonrenewal: the denial of the privilege to apply for housing license renewal for a
regulated unit after expiration of the license term. The owner shall be permitted to maintain
occupants in the regulated unit in question until the end of the current license term but the
Code Enforcement Officer shall not accept applications for renewal of the housing license
until the expiration of the time set by the Housing License Appeals Board.

(3) Suspension: the immediate loss of the privilege to let the regulated unit for a period of
time set by the Code Enforcement Officer or the Housing License Appeals Board. The Code
Enforcement Officer may suspend only until the matter can be scheduled for the next
possible Housing License Appeals Board meeting, at which meeting the Housing License
Appeals Board shall consider the propriety of the suspension and set the period of time for
its duration, if it is to be continued. The owner or agent, after the expiration of the
suspension period, may apply for housing license renewal for the regulated unit without the
need to show cause why the owner or agent's privilege to apply for an housing license
should be reinstated. Upon suspension, the owner or agent shall take immediate steps to
evict the occupants of the regulated unit in question.

(4) Revocation: The immediate loss of the privilege to let the regulated unit for a period of
time set by the Code Enforcement Officer or the Housing License Appeals Board and the
loss of the privilege to apply for renewal of the housing license at the expiration of said time
period. The Code Enforcement Officer may revoke only until the matter can be scheduled for
the next possible Housing License Appeals Board meeting, at which meeting the Housing
License Appeals Board shall consider the propriety of the revocation and set the period of
time for its duration, if it is to be continued. Upon the loss of the privilege to let, the owner or
agent shall take immediate steps to evict the occupants of the regulated unit in question.

D. Grounds for imposing discipline.
(1) Actions subject to discipline.
(a) Any of the following may subject an owner to discipline as provided for in § 135-10C:

[1] Failure to abate a violation of the Performance Codes and/or this chapter applicable
to the premises within the time directed by the Code Enforcement Officer.

[2] Refusal to permit the inspection of the premises by the Code Enforcement Officer as
required by this chapter.

[3] Failure to take such actions as may be required or necessary to cause any open
DCR to be deemed a closed DCR by the Code Enforcement Officer by the end of the
license year in which the DCR was issued, including, but not limited to, failure to
respond to notice of a DCR or failure to perform an approved remedial plan in any
material respect. Such failure occurring with respect to one or more open DCRs in each
of two license years, when at least two of such open DCRs were issued within a period
of 60 months, shall without more, constitute sufficient grounds for nonrenewal as of the
commencement of a license year and/or for suspension or revocation. If a DCR is
received within the last 20 business days of the license year, the owner shall have 20
business days from the date of receipt of the notice of the issuance of DCR to cause the
Open DCR to be deemed a closed DCR, regardless of the date of the end of the license
year.



[4] Failure to remedy and prevent further violations of this chapter, other than with
respect to disruptive conduct.

(b) For purposes of this subsection, there need be no criminal conviction before a violation
can be found to exist.

(2) No discipline involving nonrenewal, suspension and/or revocation shall be permitted
unless the discipline has been preceded by the issuance of a formal warning involving the
same grounds for discipline at least 10 days prior to the taking of the new disciplinary action.
A formal warning shall be issued when there exists one or more open DCRs in each of two
license years and at least two of such open DCRs were issued within a period of 60 months.

E. Criteria for application of discipline.

(1) With respect to the issuance of a Level 2 DCR, the Code Enforcement Officer, when
considering which of the discipline options to utilize as set forth in this section, and the
Housing License Appeals Board, when deciding any discipline matter under this section,
shall consider the following:

(a) The effect of the violation on the health, safety and welfare of the occupants of the
regulated unit and other residents of the premises.

(b) The effect of the violation on the neighborhood.

(c) Whether the owner has a record of prior violations of this chapter and other ordinances
of the Borough of Kutztown or has received notices of violations as provided for in this
chapter, whether or not related to the regulated units in question. In this regard, no closed
DCR (and any enforcement actions related thereto) shall be considered.

(d) Whether the owner has been subject to prior discipline under this chapter. In this
regard, no closed DCR (and any enforcement actions related thereto) shall be considered.
The prior issuance of a formal warning in connection with the open DCR shall be
considered.

(e) The effect of disciplinary action on the occupants.

(f) The action taken by the owner or agent to remedy the violation and to prevent future
violations, including any approved remedial plan submitted by the owner or agent in
response to a Level 2 DCR with respect to any open DCR.

(9) The suitability of the policies and rental agreement or lease terms employed by the
owner or agent to manage the regulated unit to enable the owner or agent to comply with
the provisions of this chapter.

(h) When an open Level 2 DCR is under consideration, the nature of the associated
criminal enforcement and/or other legal actions, the nature of the owner's violations of this
chapter and the degree of the owner's unresponsiveness.

(2) In addition to applying discipline as set forth in this section relating to a Level 2 DCR, the
Code Enforcement Officer may recommend and the Housing License Appeals Board may
impose upon the existing license [or subsequent license(s) with respect to the Performance



Codes] reasonable conditions related to the regulated unit in question for the purpose of
fulfilling the goals of this chapter.

F. Procedure for formal warning, Nonrenewal, suspension or revocation of license.

(1) Following a determination that grounds exist for a formal warning or for nonrenewal,
suspension or revocation of a housing license, the Code Enforcement Officer shall notify the
owner or agent of the action to be taken and the reason therefor. Such notification shall be
in writing, addressed to the owner or agent, and shall contain the following information:

(a) The address and identification of the particular regulated unit(s) affected.
(b) A description of the violation which has been found to exist.

(c) A statement that the owner or agent will receive a formal warning, or that the housing
license for the affected regulated unit(s) will be subject to suspension or revocation or
nonrenewal for the next license year beginning August 1. In the case of a suspension or
revocation, the notice shall state the date upon which such suspension or revocation will
commence, and in the case of a suspension the notice shall also state the duration of the
suspension.

(d) A statement that, due to the nonrenewal, suspension or revocation (as the case may
be) of the housing license, the owner or agent or any person acting on the owner's behalf
is prohibited from letting or permitting occupancy of the affected regulated unit(s) from and
during the period said disciplinary action is in effect.

(e) A statement informing the owner or agent of the owner's right to appeal the decision to
issue a formal warning or to subject the housing license in question to suspension,
revocation or nonrenewal to the Housing License Appeals Board, as provided in this
chapter.

(2) The procedures applicable to this § 135-10F shall be the same those of § 135-9A of this
chapter, excepting § 135-9A(1) and (2).

G. In addition to any other remedy, discipline or enforcement action provided for in this
chapter, the Borough of Kutztown may enforce this chapter by pursuing a civil action, including
an action in equity or other equitable injunctive relief, including therewith:

(1) The decision by the Borough of Kutztown to pursue any such action shall not be deemed
an election of remedy so as to preclude other enforcement, disciplinary or other remedies
available to the Borough of Kutztown for enforcement of this chapter; and

(2) In the Borough of Kutztown's pursuit of any such action, a prima facie showing of a
violation of any final, unappealable enforcement or disciplinary action or final, unappealable
Housing License Appeals Board order shall be sufficient to satisfy any legal requirement that
the Borough of Kutztown demonstrate irreparable harm as a prerequisite to obtaining
injunctive relief.

H. Any discipline or enforcement action imposed under this chapter which is in any manner
related to violations of the Performance Codes shall be applicable to the premises in question
notwithstanding any change in the owner or its ownership of the premises. Any discipline or
enforcement action imposed under this chapter with respect to any premises for reasons other



than violation of any of the Performance Codes shall terminate, with respect to its applicability
to such premises, upon any conveyance and/or change in owner or its ownership of the
premises to a new owner, provided that:

(1) The new owner, if an individual, shall not be related to the existing owner by blood,
marriage, adoption or other decree of legal custody; and

(2) The new owner, if a legal entity (other than an individual), shall not be owned, wholly or
partially, by the existing owner.



BILL NO. -2009
AN ORDINANCE

AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES BY CREATING A NEW
PART 20 - VACANT BUILDING REGISTRATION - IN CHAPTER 10 HEALTH AND SAFETY
ENFORCEMENT

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The City of Reading Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by creating a
new Part 20 Vacant Building Registration in Chapter 10 Health and Safety as attached in Exhibit
A

SECTION 2. All other sections, parts and provisions of the City of Reading Code of
Ordinances shall remain in full force and effect as previously enacted and amended.

SECTION 3. In the event any provision, section, sentence, clause, or part of this
Ordinance shall be held to be invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such invalidity, illegality, or unconstitutionality shall not affect or impair the
remaining provisions, sections, sentences, clauses, or parts of this Ordinance, it being the intent of
City Council that the remainder of the Ordinance shall be and shall remain in full force and
effect.

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after adoption in accordance
with City of Reading Home Rule Charter, as amended, Sections 219 and 221.

Enacted , 2009.

President of Council

Attest:

City Clerk

(Councilor Waltman & Council Staff)
(PMD and LAW)

Submitted to Mayor:

Date:

Received by the Mayor’s Office:
Date:

Approved by Mayor:



Date:

Vetoed by Mayor:
Date:




EXHIBIT A

PART 20
VACANT BUILDING REGISTRATION

§10—2001. PURPOSE AND ENFORCEMENT.

A. The purpose of this part requiring the registration of all vacant buildings and structures and
the payment of registration fees is to assist the City in protecting the public health, safety and
welfare, to monitor the number of vacant buildings and structures in the City, to assess the effects
of the condition of those buildings on nearby businesses, buildings, structures, properties and the
neighborhoods in which they are located, particularly in light of fire safety hazards and unlawful,
temporary occupancy by transients, including illicit drug users and traffickers, and to require of
the owners of such vacant buildings and structures to register and the pay related fees, and to
promote substantial efforts to rehabilitate such vacant buildings and structure. The provisions of
this part are applicable to the owners of such vacant buildings as set forth herein and are in
addition to and not in lieu of any and all other applicable provisions of the Codified Ordinances
of the City of Reading and all relevant codes and/or regulations adopted therein.

§10—2002. DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this section, where terms are not defined, such terms shall have ordinarily
accepted meanings such as the context implies. The following words shall have the meanings
respectively ascribed to them as follows:

Boarded a building, structure or dwelling unit subject to the provisions of this part if in place of
one or more exterior doors, other than a storm door, or of one or more windows, there is a sheet
or sheets of plywood or similar material covering the space for such door or window.

Dwelling unit means a single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or
more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and
sanitation.

Notice written notice of a violation or requirement under this section mailed, pursuant to first
class mail, to the last known address of the owner of the property in question.

Public Nuissance:

(a) Any building or structure which because of physical condition or use is

regarded as a public nuisance and has been declared a public nuisance in accordance
with the local housing, building,

plumbing, fire and related codes.

(b) Any building or structure which because of physical condition, use or
occupancy is considered an attractive nuisance to children.

(c) Any building or structure which because it is dilapidated, unsanitary,



unsafe, insect or vermin infested or lacking in the facilities and
equipment required by the City of Reading Codified Ordinances and has been
designated by the City as a public nuisance.

(d) Any structure which is a fire hazard or is otherwise dangerous
to the safety of person or property.

(e) Any structure from which water, plumbing, heating, sewage or
other facilities have been disconnected, destroyed, removed or
rendered ineffective so that the property creates a hazard to neighboring properties.

(f) Any building or structure which for reason of neglect
or lack of maintenance, has become a place for accumulation of
trash and debris or a haven for rodents and other vermin.

(g) Any building or structure which lacks or has rendered inoperable fire protection
system as required by the applicable City of Reading Codified Ordinance.

(h) Any building or structure which as a result of its dilapidated, unsanitary, unsafe,
insect or infested condition creates a damage or a risk of damage to a neighboring property.

Occupied any building or structure where one or more persons actually conducts a lawful
business or resides in all or any part of the building as the licensed business-occupant, or as the
legal or equitable owner/occupant(s) or tenant(s) on a permanent, non-transient basis, or any
combination of the same. For purposes of this part, evidence offered to prove that a building is so
occupied may include, but shall not be limited to, the regular receipt of delivery of regular mail
through the U.S. Postal Service; proof of continual telephone, electric, gas, heating, water and
sewer services; trash collection services; a valid City business license, or the most recent, federal,
state, or City income tax statements indicating that the subject property is the official business or
residence address of the person or business claiming occupancy; or proof of up to date tenant list

Open a building or structure whereat any one or more exterior doors, other than a storm door, is
broken, open and, or closed, but, without a properly functioning lock to secure it, or if one or
more windows is broken or not capable of being locked and secured from intrusion or any
combination of the same.

Owner any person, agent, operator, partnership, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable
interest in the property; or recorded in the official records of the state, county or municipality as
holding title to the property; or otherwise having control of the property, including the guardian
of the estate of any such person, and the executor or administrator of the estate of such person if
ordered to take possession of real property by a court.

Vacant a building or structure shall be deemed to be vacant if no person or persons actually,
currently conducts a lawfully licensed business, or lawfully resides or lives in any part of the



building as the legal or equitable owner(s) or tenant occupant(s), or owner-occupants, or tenant(s)
on a permanent non-transient basis.

§10—2003. APPLICABILITY

The requirements of this article shall be applicable to every building and structure in the City of
Reading and each owner of any building whether governmental, commercial, residential or
institutional or owned by non-profit or a for-profit organization in which the building in total
shall have been vacant for more than 45 consecutive days. Registration shall be required for all
vacant buildings and structures, whether vacant and secure, vacant and open or vacant and
boarded and shall be required whenever any building has remained vacant for 45 consecutive
days or more. This part shall not apply to any building owned by the United States, the
Commonwealth, the City of Reading, County of Berks

nor to any of their respective agencies or political subdivisions.

§10—2004. REGISTRATION STATEMENT

Each such owner shall cause to be filed a notarized registration statement on a form prepared and
provided by the Property Maintenance Division of the City of Reading, which shall include but
not be limited to the street address and parcel number of each such vacant building, the names
and addresses of all owners, as hereinafter described, and any other information deemed
necessary by the Property Maintenance Division, Building and Trades Division, and the
Department of Fire and Rescue Services. For purposes of this part, the following shall also be
applicable:

(a) If the owner is a corporation, the registration statement shall provide the names and residence
addresses of all officers and directors of the corporation and shall be accompanied by a copy of
the most recent relevant filing with the Pennsylvania Department of State.

(b) If an estate, the name and business address of the executor of the estate;
(c) If a trust, the name and address of all trustees, grantors and beneficiaries;

(d) If a partnership, the names and residence addresses of all partners with an interest of ten (10)
percent or greater;

(e) If any other form of unincorporated association, the names and residence addresses of all
principals with an interest of ten percent or greater;

(f) If an individual person, the name and residence address of that individual person.

The Registration Statement and, where applicable, Registration Fee(s) as required by sub-section
§10—2006 of this section shall be billed by the Property Maintenance Division and such
Registration Statement and, where applicable, Registration Fee(s), shall be filed with and/or paid
to the Property Maintenance Division for the subject year no later than the last business day of
said year, on or before December 31, or if December 31 falls on Saturday or Sunday by the



preceding Friday, of each year. For purposes of this ordinance, registration application initially
shall be due on September 1, 2009

§10—2005. DUTY TO AMEND REGISTRATION STATEMENT

If the status of the registration information changes during the course of any calendar year, it is
the responsibility of the owner, responsible party or agent for the same to contact the Property
Maintenance Division within thirty (30) days of the occurrence of such change and advise the
department in writing of those changes.

§10—2006. FEES
The owner of the vacant property as of December 31¢ of each calendar year shall be responsible
for the filing of his/her Registration Statement and, where applicable, registration payment of the
non-refundable registration fee. Said fee shall be $100 per year per building and structure which
has not been declared a public nuisance by the City of Reading Property Maintenance Division,
Department of Fire and Rescue Services or Building and Trades Division of the Department of
Community Development and the exterior of said building or structure is compliant with the
applicable codes and ordinances.
Upon a determination that a building or structure is a public nuisance or becomes non code
compliant on the exterior, the fee for Registration of a Vacant Building or Structure shall be:

* $500 for buildings or structures that have been vacant for one to two years;

* $1,000 for buildings or structures that have been vacant for two to three years;

* $2,000 for buildings or structures that have been vacant for three to five years;

* $3,500 for buildings or structures that have been vacant for five to ten years; and

* $5,000 for buildings that have been vacant for ten years.

The fee shall increase by $500 for each year beyond the ten years that the building has been
vacant.

An owner may appeal a determination of a public nuisance or exterior non code compliant to the
Building and Fire Board of Appeals as set forth herein. Once a building or structure has been
declared a public nuisance or non code compliant, upon correction of the basis for such
determination, an owner may apply to the Property Maintenance Division for removal of the
nuisance or non code compliant determination and reduction of the fee to $100 per year.

§10—2007. DELINQUENT REGISTRATION FEES AS A LIEN

After the owner is given notice of the amount of the Registration Fee due, except for those owners
that have properly perfected an appeal pursuant to §10-2012 above, and the owner fails to pay
the amount due within thirty (30) days, said amount shall constitute a debt due and owing to the
City, and the City may either enter a lien on the property or turn it over to a collection agency for
receipt as provided by law

§10—2008. ONE TIME WAIVER OF REGISTRATION FEE



A one-time, one year waiver of the registration fee may be granted by the Property Maintenance
Division upon application of the owner and upon review and advice of the Solicitor’s Office,
within 15 calendar days of the date of the bill for the registration fee, if the owner:

1. Demonstrates with satisfactory proof to the Property Maintenance Division, Building and
Trades Division and/or Department of Fire and Rescue Services that he/she has submitted valid
architectural plans, based on city’s permits and planning application procedures, and otherwise
has shown good faith efforts to efficiently rehabilitated, demolish, or otherwise substantially
repair or improve said vacant building; or

2. Demonstrates with satisfactory proof to the Property Maintenance Division, Building and
Trades Division and/or Department of Fire and Rescue Services that he/she is actively marketing
the property for sale/lease. Actively marketing will be defined as an owner who has placed a “for
sale” or a “for lease” sign on the property with accurate contact information, which is also
provided to the Property Maintenance Division, Building and Trades Division and/or
Department of Fire Services, and has done at least one of the following;:

(a) Engaged the services of a real estate licensee, whose name, address, telephone
number and email will be provided to the Property Maintenance Division, Building and Trades
Division and Department of Fire and Rescue Services, in the Multiple Listing Service (MLS);

(b) Placed weekly advertisements in print or electronic media;
(c)Distributed printed advertisements.

§10-2009. DECISION ON APPLICATION FOR WAIVER

Within thirty (30) days after the waiver application is received by the Property Maintenance
Division, and upon review by the Property Maintenance Division, Building and Trades Division
and/or Department of Fire and Rescue and advice of the Solicitor’s Office, the Property
Maintenance Division shall grant or deny the waiver in writing, and dispatch the written
decision by mail to the owner. If the owner properly submitted an application for a one-time
waiver to the Property Maintenance Division and that application was denied, the owner may
seek an appeal from the Building and Fire Board of Appeals by filing an appeal request in writing
within twenty (20) calendar days of receipt of the denial.

§10—2010. LOCAL AGENT

If none of the persons listed in §10-2004 above is shown at an address within Berks County, the
Registration Statement also shall provide the name and address of a person who resides within
Berks County appointed by the owner as the local agent. The owner and responsible local agent
shall be jointly and severally legally responsible compliance with the City of Reading Codes and
Codified Ordinances and the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The local responsible
agent shall be responsible for, including but not limited to, providing the Code Official with
access to the building or structure for the purpose of making inspections, is authorized to accept
service of process on behalf of the owners, receive notification in the event of an emergency



affecting the public health, safety or welfare and for purposes of service of any and all notices or
registration statements as herein authorized and in connection herewith.

§10—2011. INSPECTIONS

Annual Inspection. An annual inspection of a Registered Vacant Building shall be performed by
the Property Maintenance Division for Residential Structures and Building / Trades Division
and/or Fire Prevention Division for Commercial Structures, or as necessary, to determine if it
complies with the minimum requirements, as determined by the code official, of applicable
Property Maintenance Code, Building and Trades Codes and Fire Prevention Code. If violations
of these Codes are identified the Property Maintenance Code shall issue a notice of violation as
per the requirements of those codes and give notice to the owner to comply with the codes with a
time to cure. If the violations are not corrected within the time given, the property shall be
declared a public nuisance.

Complaint Inspections. Nothing in this Part shall preclude a Code Official from performing an
inspection upon receipt of a complaint of violation of the City of Reading Codes and Codified
Ordinances existing at the building or structure. Said inspections shall be in accord with the
applicable Codes and Ordinances and regulations and policies established by the City of
Reading.

Right of Entry. The Code Officials are authorized and directed to make inspections at any
reasonable hour to determine compliance with the aforementioned codes. For this purpose, the
Property Maintenance Division, Building and Trades Division and Department of Fire and
Rescue Services, its officers or representatives are authorized to enter and examine any building,
structure, yard or part of either and every owner, operator or occupant shall allow the inspectors,
officers or representatives of the Property Maintenance Division and Department of Fire and
Rescue Services free access.

Search Warrant. If any owner, local agent or other person in charge of a building or structure
subject to the provisions of this Part refuses, impedes, inhibits, interferes with, restricts or
obstructs entry and free access to every part of the structure or premises where inspection
authorized by this Part is sought, the administrative authority, appropriate Code Official, shall
promptly apply for an administrative search or inspection warrant to a court of competent
jurisdiction and shall supply all necessary affidavits and testimony to indicate that there is a
reasonable or probable cause to conduct an inspection.

Notice. All notices scheduling an inspection shall be mailed via regular mail to the owner of
record with a copy mailed via regular mail to the local responsible agent.

Failure to Appear for Inspection. If the owner or his/her local responsible agent cannot be
available at the proposed time, said owner or representative shall provide no less than 24-hour
written notice to the Property Maintenance Division. Upon failure to give such written notice or
upon failure to gain entry, an administrative fee of $50 will be assessed against the owner or



representative of the owner failing to supply written notice or appear. For each rescheduling
beyond the second rescheduling an administrative fee of $100 shall be assessed in all cases.
Failure to pay administrative fees shall at the discretion of the Code Official constitute a violation
of this or the applicable Code including but not limited to the City of Reading Property
Maintenance Code. Failure of an owner or his/her local responsible agent to appear for a
scheduled inspection shall be considered probable cause for obtaining a search warrant to inspect
the premises.

Special Requested Inspection. Whenever the owner, mortgagee, purchaser or other interested
party requests a special inspection of a property regulated by this Article, or certification that a
property is in compliance with this Article or other applicable City ordinances pertaining to
structural condition; when such a request is being made in connection with the sale, conveyance,
transfer, financing or refinancing of such property; then such person shall first pay a fee of $200
to the City to defray the expenses of making such inspection.

§10—2012. SERVICE CUT OFFS

(e) Upon registration of a property the Property Maintenance Division and/or Fire Marshall shall
see to it that all service utilities are disconnected as per Property Maintenance Code 108.2.1
Service Utilities.

§10—2013. APPEAL RIGHTS.

A. Registration Fees. The owner shall have the right to appeal the imposition of the registration
fees to the Building and Fire Board of Appeals upon filing an application in writing to the
Property Maintenance Division no later than twenty (20) calendar days after the date of the
billing statement. On appeal, the owner shall bear the burden of providing satisfactory objective
proof of occupancy as defined in §10-2002 above.

B. Public Nuisance and Exterior Non Code Compliant. The owner shall have the right to
appeal the determination that a building or structure is a public nuisance or the exterior is non
code compliant to the Building and Fire Board of Appeals upon filing an application in writing to
the Property Maintenance Division no later than twenty (20) calendar days after notification of
said determination. On appeal, the owner shall bear the burden that the property is not a public
nuisance and the exterior is code compliant.

C. Fee. The fee for filing of an appeal to the Building and Fire Board of Appeals shall be $100.
Failure to submit the appropriate fee with the request for an appeal shall result in automatic
denial of the appeal. In addition to said fee, the Appellant shall be responsible for all costs
incurred to conduct a hearing beyond that covered by the fee.

§10—2014. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Administration and enforcement of this section shall remain under the control of the Property
Maintenance Division, Building and Trades Division and/or the Department of Fire and Rescue
Services.



§10—2015. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.

A. Violations. The failure or refusal for any reason of any owner, or agent of an owner acting
on behalf of the owner, to file a Registration Statement, to pay any fees required to be paid
pursuant to the provisions of this part, or to appear for an inspection, shall constitute a violation.
The violation shall be deemed a strict liability offense

B. Prosecution of Violations. The Fire Marshal, Chief Building Official and/or Property
Maintenance Division Administrator or his/her designee.

shall have the authority to institute the appropriate proceeding at law or in equity, to restrain,
correct or abate such violation of the provisions of this Part or of the order or direction made
pursuant thereto. Such authority shall include but not be limited to the Fire Marshal, Chief
Building Official and/or Property Maintenance Division Administrator or his/her designee.
institution of summary criminal proceedings via the issuance of a nontraffic citation in accord
with the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedures in the court of appropriate jurisdiction, as a
means of enforcement of this section and shall, when acting within the scope of employment
hereunder, have the powers of a police officer of the City; provided, however, that under no
circumstances shall they have the power of arrest.

C. Penalties. Any person who shall violate any provision of this Part shall, upon conviction
thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) nor more than
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for the first two continual and uncorrected failure or refusal to
register, or for each failure or refusal to pay and not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000) for
the third and any subsequent continual and uncorrected failure or refusal to register or for each
subsequent failure or refusal to pay or imprisonment for any term not exceeding (90) ninety days.
Each day that violation of this Part continues or each section of this Part which shall be found to
have been violated shall constitute a separate offense.

§10—2016. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER CODES

In no instance shall the registration of a vacant building and the payment of registration fees be
construed to exonerate the owner, agent or responsible party
from responsibility for compliance with any other City of Reading Code or Ordinance.

§10—2017. NONEXCLUSIVE REMEDIES.

The penalty and collection and lien provisions of this Part shall be independent, nonmutually
exclusive separate remedies, all of which shall be available to the City of Reading as may be
deemed appropriate for carrying out the purposes of this Part. The remedies and procedures
provided in this Part for violation hereof are not intended to supplant or replace to any degree
the remedies and procedures available to the City in the case of a violation of any other City of
Reading Code or Codified Ordinances, whether or not such other code or ordinance is referenced



in this Part and whether or not an ongoing violation of such other code or ordinance is cited as
the underlying ground for a finding of a violation of this Part.

§10-2018 BLIGHTED PROPERTY REVIEW

Nothing in this Part, shall be meant or utilized to override or circumvent a property under
consideration, review and in the process of the City of Reading Blighted Property Review
Committee. A property be under order of the City of Reading Blighted Property Review
Committee to be rehabilitated yet continue to be required to register as a Vacant Building or
Structure pursuant to this Part.



